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gc-fThe tariff bill having been approved and signed 


by the president, is published in a subsequent page. In 
eight months, ending the Ist of April, ult. 48,902 packages 
of British goods were received at the port of New York: 


inthe same period, the preceding year, the import was 
27,543—excess this year 21,359—increase about eighty 
percent. On thisaccount we may suppose it was, that the 
flags of certain vessels were hoisted half-mast at New 
York, when information was received of the passage of 
the tariff law; an uncomfortable act, we acknowledge, to 
those whose heart or home is on the other side of the 
water, Andthe New York Evening Post, which doled 
out its Jeremiads during the war, and spoke with great 
sensibility of exposed points and weak posts on our 
coast, has an article to shew how easily goods muy be 
smuggled through Canada and New Brunswick! 

hat agony was manifested by the farmers and ma- 
oufacturers of the United States, a short time ago, when 
& protecting duty of eighteen dollars per ton was laid on 
French vessels to coerce reciprocity ? Were the flags of any 
of our merchant vessels then hoisted at half-mast? No— 
free trade orno trade, was the ery of every body. And 
whatever some of the merchants in New York, and else- 
where, may do for effect, and to divert the public mind 
from the iniquitous auction system, and long credits on 
duties, they may rest assured that the free laboring pco- 
ple ot the United States will demand and obtain a full 
and perfect equality in the trade with Great Br.tain, iv 
despite of ‘*British influence in America.” The naviga- 
wk has been the petéed inierest in this nation. We have 
yielded to the ship-owners all that they asked. ‘The arm 
of the United States has been extended to the uttermost 
Parts of the ocean for their protection. We have entreated 
und retaliated, quarrellcd and fought for them. The 
late war was purely a commercial one; but when other 
interests come in for a share of the national guardianship, 
too many of them are unwilling to render unto others a 
participation of the benefits to be derived from a com- 
mon paterrzal government. 

—-- 








ceedings at law, in cases of assault and battery, the most 
important results may be produced by the employmest 
of two or three ruffians, destitute of reputation, and not 
regarding the punishment usually inflicted ia such cases, 
a pecuniary compensation being made therefor, by the - 
parties interested in defeating the passage of some par- 
ticular bill. The principle involved im the present allair, 
would apply to that which we have supposed; and cer+ 
tainly, a belief cannot be tolerated, that there is not an 
inherent power in the national legislature to preserve ils 
own freedom and tullaess of action. With the private 
mcrits of the case between the parties, we have nothing 
to do—the simple fact is, that a person admitted within 
the chamber of the senate and hall of the house of repre- 
sentatives, pursued or waylaid, and assaulted, another 
within the capitol who was known to be then and there 
present for the performance of public business. 
The majority of the committee close their report with 
two very extraordinary resolutions—first, that there 
‘‘was a violation of privilege, whieh merits the cengure of 
this house;” and second, *‘that it is not expedient to 
have any further proceedings in this case.” We know 
not how these two resolutions are to be reconciled, one 
with the other. The proceeding merits censure—but it-_ 
is ‘not expedient” to censure! We like the report ot™ 


{the minority much better than that of the majority, for 


there is consistency in it, and the resolution attached ex-- 
presses the opinion that the house is “not competent” t 
punisa for the assault. Force must therefore be repelled 
by force, at the doors of tle halls of congress, 

Vith these few remarks we submit the case to our reatl- 
ers, and think the most of them will believe—that, if there 
is not power in congress to secure a peaceful ond regular 
despatch of business, and prevent the capitol itself from 
becoming the seat ot disorder and battle—it is high time 
that such power was ascertained; so guarded, however, 
as to prevent violations of private right, while assuring the 
personal safety of public functionaries and agents. 

Yielding to Mr. Jarvis and his friends all that they 
claim on the score of provocation, there is no thinkin 


Coneress will rise on Monday next, and the nation } American who will not regard this affair as disgracefu 


will rejoice at the closing of the session. 
ten to complete our account of the proceedings, and to 


We shall hase | 
: litical excitement shall have passed over; and the coarse- 


to the reputation of our country—when the present po- 


publish and preserve a great many valuable and im- {ness and vulgarity used on the occasion, is more easily 


portaut documents and papers submitted, which have 


hardly at all been regarded in the conflicts of parties and | minds of foreigners. It 
imere individual, escaping punishment for an acknow- 
ledged violation of the law, and on the person of a pubs 


turmoil of electioneering. 





indulged, than its effects will be eradicated from the 


It is a case in which the act of a 


ASSAULT ON THE PRESIDENT’S SECRETARY.—We pub- | lic agent, may have effect upon the national character 


lish the reports of the majority and of the minority of the 
committee, to which was referred the message of the 

resident, on the subject of the late assault committed 
4 Russel Jarvis on the person of his secretary, when 


within the capitol and in the performance of a public ser- 


vice, 

We anticipated that no small degree of difficulty 
would attend this matter. On the one hand, a too easy 
sliding into the doctrine of contempts and privileges, 
would have been pregnant with fearful conscquences— 
aud on the other, to admit that there is not power in the 


congress of the United States, to protect the persons of 


its members and officers, aud other persons necessary and 
proper for the despatch of the national businsss, would be 
to acknowledge an incompetency in congress to the pre- 
servation of itself. To be sure, it may be an extreme 
cuse—but suppose that, as in numerous instances which 
might happen, the decision of a question, in the senate or 
house of representatives, was ascertained to depend on 
the presence of one or {wo certain members, necessary to 
make up a majority—and that those one or two mem- 
bers, when proceeding to take thei’ seats, were waylaid 
aud assailed, and so beaten as to be unable to attend 
and give their vote on the question as suggested—then, 
i there be no power to punish bevond the ordinary pro- 
Vou. XXYIV—No. 14 


' which every good man should be zealous to exalt. 
ty may triumph or party be defeated, without impeach- 
‘ment of the national reputation; but the remembrance of 
| particular enormities survives, and odiously attaches it~ 





Par- 


sclf to millions of innocent persons. 





PoreicNens, in great numbers, are arriving ia the 
United States—especially at New-York, and by way of 
Quebe¢e and Montreal. Some are English and Scotch, 
but the chief part are Irish and Swiss, The Irish are 
valuable as laborers. Wherever roads or canals are 
waking, they are found in Jarge numbers. The Swiss 
are more generaJly regular farmers, mechanies or manu- 
faeturers. ‘Yle pressure of the times in Europe is be- 
voming more and more onerous. Ireland especially, is 
in a state of snffering—a sufficiency of food of the coarsesr 
kind being difficult to obtain. We have plenty, and though 
we seem to want profitable employment for our own 
labor, just now, we cannot fail of bidding welcome to 
our afflicted fellow men. We have room enough for them 
They will generally locate themselves in the middje and 
western states. We shall probably receive from 25 tw 
30,000 foreigners iy the present year--6000 Swiss arc 


expected—and many English will probably come out; 
fas sgon as it is Engr Ghat shall bc Cae operation 
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of our new tariff law. So faras it will have effect to pro- | 
dnce eguality in our trade with Great Britain, so far will 
it add to the power and wealth of our country. 

De Wirr Cirinton. Charles A. Clinton, esq. son of 
the lamented deceased, has received the subjoined letter 
irom general La Fayette. 

Paris, March 30th, 1828. 

My Dear Sir: Your particular and friendly attentions 
to me, make you a natural organ of the melancholy and 
affectionate feeling, which I wish to be conveyed to the! 
family of your lamented father. I regret the mourntul 
and unexpected event, as an immense loss to the public, 
and a great personal cause of grief to me.—Bound as [| 
was, to the memory of my two beloved revolutionary com- | 
panions, your grand father and grand uncle, I had found | 
# peculiar gratification in the eminent talents and services | 
ot their son and nephew, and in his kind and liberal cor- | 
respondence, until personal and grateful acquaintance had | 
impressed me with all the feelings of a more intimate 
friendship. I beg you to be to your afflicted family the 
mterpreter of my deep sympathies, and to believe me 
forever, Your most sincere friend. 

LA FAYETTE, 

Col. Clinton. 


P.S. My son and Le Vasseur, beg to be mourntuily | 
rcrembered. 

Derortep Staves. The board of commissioners than 
der the Ghent treaty, and subsequent couventions con- 
cerning deported slaves, is still in session in this city. It 
is expected, we learn, that they will adjudicate, during 
this term, all the cases which have been submitted to their 
determination, They will meet again, at some subse- 
quent period, and finally act on all the claims. There 
vre, we understand, a number of claims on the definitive 
list, which have not been docketed, and which, at the next 
term will be wholly excluded, unless previously attend- 
cdto. We learn that a great many deported slaves have 
been lost to the owners by the failure to have them plac- 
ed on the definitive list. 

The average value allowed for each slave deported, is 
as follows: 








From Louisiana, $580 
f{eorgia, South Carolina, and Alabama, 390 
V ireinia, Maryland, and all other states. 280 


‘These sums being awarded for each slave allowed, the 
owners have received, or are entitled now to receive, 75 
per cent. of that amount. The residue of 25 per cent. 
will be paid upbn winding up the business, or apportion- 
ed, ifthe fund should prove inadequate to pay the whole, 

| National Intelligencer. 








FOREIGN NEWS. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

The test act repeal bill was read in the lords, « second 
trme, on the 17th April, without a division, but not with- 
out along debate. The obvious conclusion, from the 
explanation given by the lords of highest rank and influ- 
«nee, is, that the existing securities will be abandoned, 
but that a declaration less wn-Christian than that embo- 
died in the bill sent from the lower house, will be sub- 
siituted. 





FRANCE. 

Active warlike preparations were making in the port 
ot Toulon—a large number of transports have been char- 
tered for the purpose ot conveying the troops concentered 
it. the neighborhood on an expedition—the object of which 
is not distinctly stated, though presumed to have con- 
nection with recent occurrences in the east. 

The French minister of finance made a speech before 
the chamber of deputies, on the 14th ult. expressing a de- 
sire for maintaining peace, and at the same time, a deter- 
munation to co-operate with the allies. With these views 
his majesty had commanded him to call on them for the 
necessary means to provide a suitable force by land and 
sea. He accordingly presented the projet of a law pro- 
viding for a loan of 4,000,000 of rentes. 

The new law on the press contains three leading pro- 
visions which display the spirit in which it was conceived, 
uiamely, journals will no longer have need of previous 
authorisation; the power of establishing the censorship is 





abolished, and prosecutions for tendeney done away with. 





ma —— 


A Paris Le rie of April 2, says, The Moniteur pub. 
lishes to-day the statement of the quarter’s revente, }; 
shows an excess of 8,200,000f. above the estimates of the 
budget, which was calculated on the revenue of 1825, and 
au excess of 12,132,000f. above the produce of the reve. 
nue in the first quarter of 1827. 

The debates in the chamber of deputies have assumed 
a character of great mterest. The impeachment of the 
late ministers, Villele, Corbiere, and Peyronnet, has 
been prayed for in a petition from an advocate. A re. 
port was made upon this petition: and as the charter gives 
the right of impeaching to the chamber, the committee 
wonld have recommended passing to the order of thy 
day, had it nut been that such a course might have ap. 
peared like a decision against a proceeding, the right of 
instituting which the chamber always reserves to itself, 
As the case stood, the reporter proposed the reference 
of the petition to the Bureau des Renseignmens, which 
was agreed to. 


— 





PORTUGAL. 

Advices from Lisbon are to the 2d. of April. Since our 
last accounts Don Miguel had performed no public acz 
more demonstrative of his attempt to usurp the crown; 
but the opinion that universally prevailed in Lisbon, was, 
that on the 23d. of April, which is the birth day of the 
queen mother, some decisive step would be attemyt- 
ed. 

The Spanish court shows a decided disposition to make 
common cause with Don Miguel in his attempts to over- 
throw the constitution. The British cabinet, in_ their 
nominal evacuation of Portugal, bave insisted on one 
measure, the bearing of which we were not before fully 
aware of. They refused to withdraw their ships until 
the forts st the mouth of the Tagus were given up to 
them; and now they are to remain garrisoned with Brit 
ish troops. The absolutists teel deep chagrin: for they 
can never shut out Don Pedro, or any other constitution- 
al champion who may choose to come to Lisbon under 
the protection, or with the countenance of England. 


GREECE, TURKEY AND RUSSIA. 

At the latest dates, the Russian army, had not crossed tlre 
Pruth, but it is stated that the Danube has been passed, and 
several Turkish magazines on its borders destroyed; this 
report we consider doubtful,as all previous accounts woul 
induce « belief that the Turks were wilimg to come to an 
arrangement, whereby the independence of Greece might 
be secured under certain stipulations: a blow once 
strack by Russia, could not be recalled, and the pride af 
the Ottomans would instantly indice them to break off all 
negotiations, and commence with vigor a contest whith 
they appear well prepared to conduct. And as a further 
evidence that hostilities had not commenced, it is sakl thet 
the courts of Anstria and Prussia had resolved to acceda 
to the treaty of the 6th of July, and to press upon the 
Porte the necessity of accepting the conditions proposed 
in it. But let this statement be true or false, it appears 
possible that some act of an amicable nature has taken 
place, for the Grecks have hoisted the national flag on 
board of all their ships; and it is currently reported anti 
believed, that Ibraham Pacha has received orders from 
his father to evacuate the Morea, and that transports had 
arrived in the Archipelago for the purpose of conveying 
the troops to Egypt. 

‘The London Courier of the 17th, says: We announced 
yesterday, our belief that the intelligence of the courts of 
Austria and Prussia, having acceded to the treaty of Lon- 
don, and of their having pressed the acceptance of the cons 
ditions proposed in it, would be substantially confirmed. 
And we repeat the speculation “ that as soon as Russia 
shall have occupied the principalities of Wallachia and 
Moldavia, negotiations will be resumed which may lead 
to an amicable adjustment upon such terms as these—the 
fulfilment on the part of the Porte of the treaty of Ack- 
erman—some definitive arrangement with respect to the 
principal ities—and the establishment of the independence 
of Greece.” 


The Austrian Observer contains an address of the 


Greek patriarch to the nation, entreating their submis~ 
sion to the Turks, and an acceptance of certain favors 
promised them, 

The letters from the camp of general Church, aga! 
speak of the capture of Anatolico, and of the hope of the 
speedy surrender of Missolonghi. 
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from and af- 
ter the thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-eight, there shall be levied, collected and 
paid, on the importation of the articles hereinafter men- 
tioned, the following duties in lieu of those now imposed 
by law. 

” First. On wool unmanufactured, four cents per pound; 
and, also, in addition thereto, forty per cent. ad valorem 
until the thirtieth day of June, one thousand eigkt hun- 
dred and twenty-nine; from which time, an additional ad 
valorem duty of five per cent. shall be imposed, annually, 
until the whole of said ad valorem duty shall amount to 
fifty per cent. And all wool imported on the skin, shall 
be estimated as to weight and value, and shall pay the 
same rate of duty as other imported wool. 

Second. On manufactures of wool, or of whieh wool 
shall be a component part, (except carpetings,; blankets, 
worsted stuff goods,-bombazines, hosiery, mits, gloves, 
caps and bindings), the actual value of which, at the 
place whence imported, shall not exceed fifty cents the 
square yard, shall be deemed to have cost fifty cents the 
square yard, and be charged thereon with a duty of forty 
per centum ad valorem, until the 3Uth day of June, 1829, 
and from that time a duty of forty-five per centum ad va- 
lorem. Provided, That on all manufactures of wool, 
except flannels and baizes, the actual value of which, at 
the place whence imported, shall not exceed thirty-three 
and one-third cents per square yard, shail pay l4cents per 
square yard. 

Third. On all manufactures of wool, or of which woot 
shall be a componet part, except as aforesaid, the actual 
value of which, at the place whence imported, shall ex- 
ceed fifty cents the square yard and shall not exceed one 
dollar the square yard, shall be deemed to have cost one 
dollar the square yard, and be charged thereon withe 
duty of forty per centum ad valorem, until the 30th day 
of June, 1829, and from that time a daty of forty-five per 
centum ad valorem. 

Fourth. On all manufactures of wool, or of which wool 
shall be acomponent part, except as aforesaid, the actual 
value ot which at the place whence imported, shall ex- 
ceed one dollar the square yard, and shall not exceed two 
dollars and fifty cents the square yard, shall be deemed 
to have cost two dollars and fifty cents the square yard, 
and be charged with a duty thereon of forty per centum 
ad valorem, until the 3uth day of June, 1829, and from 
that time a duty of forty-five per centum ad valorem. 

Fifih. All manufactures of wool, or of which wool shall 
be a component part, except as aforesaid, the actual value 
of which, at the place whence imported, shall exceed two 
dollars and fifty cents the square yard, and shall not 
exceed four dollars the square yard, shall be deemed to 
have cost, at the place whence imported, four dollars the 
square yard, and a duty of forty per centum ad valorem, 
shall be levied, collected and paid, on such valuation, 
until the 30th day of June, 1829, and from that time a dux 
ty of forty-five per centum ad valorem. 

Sixth. Qn all manutactures of wool, or of which wos] 
shall be a component part, except as aforesaid, the actual 
value of which, at the place whence imported, shall ex- 
ceed four dollars the square yard, there shall be levied, 












a _ 
it A convoy of twenty sail, with ammunition and provi- 
e sions, bound from Alexandria to Candia, was overtaken 
id by a storm near Damiette, and most of the ships sunk, 
a vith their crews. 
Trieste, March 31. 
d Our accounts from the Archipelago are to the 24th of 
ie ‘ebruary. 
aS . It pon ee that count Capo d’Istria was engaged, about 
‘ that time, on an important military operation, which 
es would require the whole military and naval force of 
ae Greece, and that orders had been sent to all the military 
ie commanders to act for the execution of a common plan. 
y- Acorps of 1,800 infantry is said to be assembled near 
ot Napoli; a corps of 4,000 infantry near Froezene, and a 
I. third, of troops of all descriptions, near Corinth, and all are 
ce employed in preparations torfuture operations. Similar 
ch orders are said to have been sent to general Church, who 
> 4s still inhis old position near Dragomestre. Count Capo 
> d'Istra embarked on the 18th of Feb. on board the War- 
os shite, for Poros. All the foreign and Greek ships which 
ci =) were in the harbor of Egina accompanied the count. A 
~ new life appears to animate the whole population of 
at Greece, and the dangerous spirit of insubordination ap- 
be pears to have left the troops, since the president takes 
jt care that they receive their pay punctually, and even dis- 
tributes presents on every occasion when they perform 
Ke "any thing remarkable. Among the Arabs and Turks, 
‘ve § on the contrary, all discipline has vanished, to which the 
“i battle of Navarin and the distress which the troops suffer 
nme # have contributed. Whole bands of Turkish marauders, 
‘ly tare said now to be met with in the Morea who traverse 
itil “the country in search of plunder, under leaders of their 
to ‘own choosing. The Turkish fortresses are likewise in 
rhs ‘the greatest want of provisions, and the districts in which 
1eyY EF the Farkish troopsare, suffer much from the want of pro- 
One PMP evisions. It is thercfore, believed that Ibraham will at 
der Mength resolve to leaye the Morea. It is said that he 
has lately been advised to embark as soon as he ean, if 
“the desires to lead the troops vuder his command with ho- | 
the [EB mor out of the field.—Algemeine Zeitung, April 9. 
and ————_—_—_—_—- 
this } THE NEW TARIFF. 
aki «fF An act in alteration of the several acts, imposing duties 
9 an e On tnports. . 
wht [eu Beit enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
Dee wf the United States of America, in congress assembled, 
ect hat from and after the first day of September, one thou- 
Pali fe sandeight hundred and twenty-eight, in lieu of the duties 
nih ow imposed by law, on the importation of the articles 
ther [— bereinafter mentioned, there shall be levied, collected 
thet nd paid, the following duties; that is to say: 
seta First. On iron, in bars or bolts, not manufactured in 
the yhole, or in part, by rolling, one cent per pound. 
osedl Second. On bar and bolt iron, made wholly, or in part, 
ears by rolling, thirty seven dollars per ton: Provided that 
sken lliron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other form less finish- 
g On than iron in bars or bolts, except pigs or east iron, 
antl hall be rated as rolled iron,in bars or bolts, and pay a! 
from buty accordingly. 
had ird. On ivon in pigs, sixty-two and one-half cents per 
y ing be hundred and twelve pounds. 

Fourth. On iron or steel wire, not exceeding number 
need ourteen, six cents per pound; and over number fourteen, | 
ts of en cents per pound, 
et Fifth, On round iron, or braziers’ rods, of threeesix- | 
cone eenths to eight-sixteenths of an inch diameter, inclusive; | 
med. ind on iron, in nail or spike rods, slit or rolled; and on 
ussia roa in sheets, and hoop iron; and on iron slit or rolled for 
and band iron, scroll iron, or casement rods, three and one- 
lead half cents per pound. 

—the Sixth. On axes, adzes, drawing knives, cutting knives, | 
Ack- ‘ickles, or reaping hooks, seythes, spades, shovels, 
o the {ares of iron or steel: bridle bits of all descriptions, 
lence teelyards and seale beams, socket chisels, vices, and 
crews of iron, for wood, called wood screws, ten per 
f the nt. ad valorem, in addition to the present rates of duty. 
bmis~ Seventh. On steel, one dollar and fifty cents per one 
avors undred and twelye pounds. 
hth. On lead, in pigs, bars or sheets, three cents 
again per pound; on leaden shot, four cents pound; on red or 
of the white lead, dry er ground in oil, five cents per pound; on 
itharge, orange mineral, lead manufactured into pipes, 








2d sugar of lead. five cents per pound. 


<a 


collected and paid, a duty of 45 per centum ad valorem, 
until the 50th day of June, 1829, amd trom that time a 
duty of fifty per centum ad valorem. 

Seventh. On woollen blankets, hosicry, mits, gloves 
and bindings, thirty-five per centad valorem. Qn cloth- 
ing ready made, fifty per centum ad valorem, 

Eighth. On Brussels, Turkey and Wilton carpets and 
carpetings, seventy cents per square yard. On all Ve~- 
netian and ingrain carpets or carpeting, forty cents per 
square yard. On all other kinds of earpets and carpeting, 
of wool, fax, hemp or cotton, or parts of either, thirty- 
two cents per square yard. On all patent, privted or 
painted floor cloths, fitty cents per square yard, On oil 
cloth other than that usually denominated patent floor 
cloth, twenty-five cents per square yard. On furniture 
oil eloth, fifteen cents per square yard. On floor matting, 
made of flags or other materials, 15 cents per square vied. 

Sec. 3. And beit enacted, That, from and after the 
thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-eight, there shall be levied, collected, and paji, 
on the importation of the following articles, in Heu of ti: 
duty nowimposed by law: 
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First. On unmanufactured hemp, forty-five dollars 
per ton, until the thirtieth day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-nine, from which time, five 
dollars per ton in addition, per annum, until the duty 
shall amount to sixty dollars per ton. On cotton bag- 
ging, four and a half cents per square yard, until the thir- 
tieth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and twen- 
ty-nine, and aftcrwards a duty of five cents per square 
yard. 

Second. Ov unmanufactured flax, thirty-five dollars 
per ton, until the thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-nine, from which time an additional 
duty of five dollars per ton, per annum, until the duty 
shall amount to sixty dollars per ton. 

Third. Qn sail-duck, nine cents the square yard, 
‘and in addition thereto, one-half cent yearly, until the 
ea shall amount to twelve and a half cents per square 
Varad, 

Fourth. On molasses, ten cents per gallon. 

Fifth. Ov all imported distilled spirits, fifteen cents 
per gallon, in addition to the duty now imposed by law. 

** Sixth. On all manufactures of silk, or of which 
silk shall be a component material, coming from beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope, a duty of thirty per centum ad 
valorem, the additional duty of five per cent. to take ef- 
fect from and after the thirtieth day of June, one thousand 
eight lLmndred and twenty-nine: and on all other manufac- 
tures of silk, or of which silk shall be a component mate- 
rial, twenty per centum ad valorem.” 

“On indigo an additional duty of five cents the pound, 
from the 30th day of June, one thousand eight hundred 
sind twenty-nine, until the thirtieth day of June, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty, and from that time an ad- 
ditional duty of ten cents each year, until the whole 
duty shall amount to fifty cents per pound.” 

See. 4. And be it further enacted, That, “trom and 
after the thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-eight, no drawback of duty shall be allowed 
on the exportation of any spirit distilled in the United 
States from molasses,” po drawback shall be allowed on 
any quantity of sail-duck IJcss than fifty bolts, exported 
in one ship or vessel, at any one time. 


Sre. 5. And be it further enacted, That, from and 
afier the thirticth day of June, one thousand eight hundred 
aud twenty-eight, there shall be levied, collected, and 
paid, in lien of the duties now imposed by law, on win- 
dow glass, of the sizes above ten inches by fifteen inches, 


five dollars for one hundred square feet: provided, That 


zll window glass imported in plates or sheets, uncut, 
shall be chargeable with the same rate of duty. 


one dollar and seventy-five cents per gross. 


Sec. 6. And beit further enacted, That from and after 
the thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-eight, there shall be levied, collected and 
paid, in lieu of the duties now imposed by law, on all 
noported roofing slates, not exceeding twelve inches in 
length, by six inches ia width, four dollars per ton; on all 
such slates exceeding twelve, and not exceeding fourteen 
inches in length, five dollars per ton; on all slates exceed- 
ing 14and not exceeding 16 taches in length, six dollars 
per ton; on all slates exceeding sixteen inches, and not 
exceeding cightcen inches in length, seven dollars per ton; 
on all slates exceeding eighteen, and not exceeding twen- 
ty inches iu length, eight dollars per ton; on slates exceed- 
ing twenty jaches and not exceeding twenty-four inches 
in length, nine dollars per ton; and on all slates exceed- 
ing twenty-four inches inlength, ten dollars perton. And 
that in lieu of the present daties, there be levied, col- 
lected, and paid, a duty of thirty-three and a third per 


«entum,ad valorem, on all imported ciphering slates. 
Sec. 7. 


On vials 
and bottles, not exceeding the capacity of six ounces each, 


And be it further enacted, ‘That all cotton 
cloths whatsoever, or cloths of which cotton shall be a 
component material, excepting nankeens imported direct 
from China, the original cost of which, at the place 
whence imported, with the addition of twenty per cent. 
if imported from the Cape of Good Hope, or from any 
place beyond it, and of ten per cent. if imported from any 
other place, shall be less than thirty-five cents the square 
vard, shall, with such addition, be taken, and deemed to 
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Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That in all cases 

where the duty which now is, or hereafter may be, im. 

osed, on any goods, wares, or merchandise, imported 

into the United States, shall, by law, be regulated by, 

or be directed to be estimated or levied upon the value 

of the square yard, or of any other quantity or parce] 

thereof; and in all cases where there is, or shall be im. 

posed any ad valorem rate of duty on any goods, wares, 

or merchandises, imported into the United States, it shal} 

be the duty of the collector within whose district the 

same shall be imported or entered, to cause the actual 

value thereof, at the time purchased and place from 

which the same shall have been imported into the United 

States, to be appraised, estimated, and ascertained, and 

the number of such yards, parcels, or quantities, and 

such actual value of every oF them, as the case may re. 
quire. And it shall in every such case, be the duty of 
the appraisers of the United Stutes, and of every of them, 

and of every other person who shall act as such appraiser, 
by all the reasonable ways and means in his or their 
power, to ascertain, estimate, and appraise the true and 
actual value, any invoice or affidavit thereto, to the con- 
trary notwithstanding, of the said goods, wares and mer- 
chandise, at the time purchased and place from whene: 
the same shall have been imported into the United State;, 
and the number of such vards, parcels, or quantities, ani 
such actual value of every of them, as the case may re- 
quire; and all such goods, wares, and merchandises, bemg 
manufactures of wool, or whereof wool shall be a com. 
ponent part, which shall be imported into the United 
States, in anunfinished condition, shall, in every suct, 
appraisal, be taken, deemed and estimated, by the said 
appraisers, and every one of them, and every person who 
shall act as such appraiser, to have been at the time pur. 
chased and place from whence the same were imported 
into the United States, of as great actual value as if the 
same had been eutirely finished. And to the value of 
the said goods, wares, and merchandise, so ascertained, 
there shail, in all cases where the same are or shall be 
charged, with an ad valorem duty, be added all charge: 
except insurance, and also twenty per centum on the 
said actual value and charges, ifimported from the Cape 
ot Good Hope, or any place beyond the same, or from 
beyond Cape Horn; or ten per centum if from any other 
place or country; and the said ad valorem rates of duty 
shall be estimated on such aggregate amount, any thing in 
any actto the contrary notwithstanding; Provided, Thi 
in all cases were any goods, wares, or merchandise, sub 
ject to ad valorem duty, er whereon the duty is or shall be 
by law regulated or be directed to be estimated or le 
vied upon, the value of the square yard, or any other 
quantity or parcel thereof, shall have been imported inw 
the United States trom a country, other than that b 
which the same were manufactured or produced, the a 
praisers shall value the same at the current value ther 
of, at the time of purchase, before such Just exportation 0 
the United States, in the country where the same mi 
have been originally manufactured or produced. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That, in all casts 
where the actual value to be appraised, estimated, and a* 
certained, as hereinbefore stated, of any goods wares 
merchandise, imported into the United States, and sub 
ject to any ad valovem duty, or whereon the duty is regt 
lated by, or directed to be imposed or levied on, the 
lue of the square yard, or other parcel or quantity there 
of, shall, by ten per centum, exceed the invoice valu! 
thereof, in addition to the duty imposed by law on the 
same, if they had been invoiced at their real value, # 
aforesaid, there shall be levied and collected on the samt 
goods, wares, and merchandise, fifty per centum of 
duty so imposed on the same goods, wares, and merchar 
dise, when fairly invoiced:—Provided always, Ti 
nothing in this section contained shall be construed 
impose the said last mentioned duty of fifty per centul 
for a variance between the bona fide’ invoice of goods pr 
duced in the manner specified in the proviso to the eight 
section of this act, and the current value of the %” 
merchandise in the country where the same may have 
Leen originally manufactured or produced: —And 
ther, That the penalty of fifty per centum imposed ” 
the thirteenth section of the act, entitled ‘An act 6! 
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sed the second day of March, one thousand seven 
undred and ninty-nine, and for other purposes,” sp- 
proved March first, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-three, shall not be deemed to apply or attach to 
any goods, wares, or merchandise, which shall be sub- 
ject to the additional duty of fifty per centum, as afore- 
said, imposed by this section of this act. 


Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the secretary of the treasury, under the di- 
rection of the president of the United States, from time 
to time, tu establish such rules and regulations, not in- 
consistent with the laws of the United States, as the pre- 
sident of the United States shall think proper, to secure 
a just, faithful, and impartial appraisal of all goods, 
wares, and merchandise, as aforesaid, imported into the 
United States, and justand proper entries of such actual 
value thereof, and of the square yards, parcels, or other 
quantities thereof, asthe case may require, and of such 
actual value of every of them: And it shall be the duty 
of the secretary of the treasury to report all such rules 
and regulations, with the reasons therefor, to the then 
next session of congress. 


The material fact, that Mr. Jarvis committed an assaut! 
upon the private secretary of the president, in the rotundo 
of the capitol, immediately after he had delivered a mes- 

from the president to the house of representatives, 
is clearly established. Indeed it is distinetly admitted 
by Mr. Jarvis. It is also established, to the satisfaction 
of the committee, that Mr. Jarvis knew that the private 
secretary of the president had delivered a message to the 
house of representatives, immediately before the assault 
was committed. Mr. Jarvis, it appears, was in the house 
when the message was delivered, and immediately follow- 
ed after Mr. Adams, as he retired from the house. There 
is some discrepancy in the testimony, as to the nature of 
the assault, but, in the view taken by the committee, it is 
wholly immaterial to the question which grows out of the 
transaction, touching the diguity and privileges of the 
house. 

In the letter of Mr. Jarvis, he stated, as the provocation 
by which he had been prompted to commit the assault ap 
on Mr. Adams, certain offensive and imsulting language- 
used by the latter in the house of the president, ata levee , 
in the presence and hearing of the wife of Mr. Jarvis, 
and other female friends and relatives, who attended the 
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levee under his protection. 


Mr. Adams submitted a counter-statement, differing, 


in several particulars, from that contained in the letter of 
Mr. Jarvis, and several witnesses were, therefore, exam- 
ined, with a view of ascertaining the true character of the 
oecurrences at the levee of the president. 
tee believe it is not diflicult to reconcile the apparent 


‘The commit 


ASSAULT ON THE PRESIDENT’S SECRETARY. | contradictions in the testimony of the several witnesses, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—.May 16, 15258. 
Mr. McDuflie made the following report: 
The seiect committee, to whom was referred the mes- 
sage of the president of the United States, relative to 





| relative tothis branch of the case. 
be satisfactorily made out, without involving any imputa- 
tion upon the veracity of any of the witnesses, [t is prov- 
ed, by those on both sides, and, indeed, by the admission 


The material fact enn 


an assault committed on his private secretary, su iui-tof Mr. Adams, that he did use language calculated, if 


ted the tollowing report 
Immediately atter their appointment, the committce | 
proceeded to the investigation of the subject referred to | 
‘them. ‘They ascertained, from the letter of Mr. Russel 
Jarvis, referred to them by the house, and from the! 
statement of Mr. John Adams, the private secretary of 
the president, that an assault was committed by the former 
upon the person of the Jatter, in the votaundo of the capitol, | 
immediately after he had deliverod a message from the | 
president to the house of representatives, and wiilehe was 
proceeding, with another message from the president, to 
the senate. At this stage ofthe procecding, a prelimina- 
ry question urose with the comuitee, whether they | 
should report to the house simply the iact that the assault | 
had been committed, with a view to an cxanmination at 
the bar of the house, of the party implicated, and all the 
witnesses for and against him, or whether tie committee 
should take upon themselves the respogsibility of going 
into a full examination of the whole case, and of recom- { 
mending, as the result of their judgment, upon ail the 
facts and circumstances, the fiual course which they might 
deem it expedient for the house to pursue. ‘The former 
mode of proceeding would Lave been, perhaps, the more 
stricily conformable to parliamentary usage and precedent; 
but the unavoidable interference with the discharge of its 
ordinary legislative duties, which would have resulted from 
au exaniiuation before Uie louse, constituted, in the opi- 
nion olthe committee, so strong an objection to that course 
of proceeding, that (hey unanimously determined to ex- 
amine all the witnesses, and to report the facts to the 
hiuuse, with their opinion upon them, having first obtained 
the consent of Mr. Jarvis that this course should be pur-! 
sucd, and having granied him the privilege of appearing | 
by counsel. It is cre proper that the committee should 
Say afew words in explanation of the delay which has 
occurred in this exaaiuation. Atter some considerable 
progress had been made in it, Mr. Jarvis made an appli- 
cation ty the comuniitee for leave to examine, by com- 
mission, certain persons iv the city of Boston. ‘Tlie com- 
mittee did not ieei thes selves warranted, under existing 
circumstances, to reiuse Us request. A commission 
Was accordingly transmiited, to take the examination by 
written mtcrrogatories, which was not returned unti 
7 recently. 
‘The committee will now proceed to exhibit a brief sum. 
mary of the evidence, the whole of which, in detail, is an. 
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overheard, to insult Mr. Jarvis. 


It is also proved, to the 
satisfaction of the committee, that Mrs. Cordis, the mo- 
ther of Mrs. Jarvis, was very nearto Mr. Adams when he 
made use of the offensive language, and that she, as well 
as other persons of the party who accompanied Mr. Jar- 
vis, beard it with some distinctness. It also appears, that 
the ladies who accompanied Mr. Jarvis interpreted the 
language of Mr. Adams as en insult offered to the whole 
party, and it seems that Mr. Jarvis acted, throughout the 
whole of the transaction, under the same impression, On 
the contrary, itis stated by Mr. Adanis and Mr. Stetson, 
that Mr. Adams did not use the offensive language rela- 
tive to Mr. Jarvis, witha view of injuring the feelings af 
the Indies who accompanied him, nor, indeed, with a 
knowledge that it was overheard by them, ‘Vhe fuct, 
however, appears to be indisputabic, that so much of thar 
language was heard by Mrs. Cordis and Mr. Dexter as 
induced the party,and particularly the female friends who 
accompanied Mr, Jarvis, to leave the president’s house 
as soon as possible, under the idea that they had been 
insulted, 

Upon a view of all the circumstances, the committee 
are of the opinion that the assault committed by MrvJar- 
vis upon the private sceretary of the president, whatever 
may have becu the cause of provocation, was an act dons 
in contempt of the authority and dignity of this house, in- 
volving not only a vivlaiion of its own peculiar privileges, 
but of the immuuity which it is bound, upon every prinuci- 
ple, to guaranty to the person selected by the president 
as the organ ot his oilicial communications to ‘congress. 
It is of the utmost importance that the official intercourse 
between the president and the legislative department 
should not be liable to interruption. The proceedings 
of cungress could not. be more effectually arrested jy 
preventing the wembers of either house trom going to 
the hall of their deliberations, than they might be by pre- 
venting the president irom making official communica- 
tious essentiaily connected with the legislation of the 
country. 

In the case under consideration, the private secretary, 
after having delivered a message from the president, was in 
the act of reuring, and almost within the very verge of this 
hall, when the assault was committed upon him. ‘The 
house was in session, and the person who committed the 
assault weut immediately from the hall in which it wag 





nexed to this report. 


deliberating, where he was in the eujoyment of a privi- 
leze conceded to him, in common wal others, who are 
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eogeged ta resirsion the proceedings of the house. If SS 


the representatives of the people have not the power to 

unish an assault committed under these circumstances, 
then are they destitute of a power which belongs to the 
most inferior judicial tribunal inthe country. The power 
of punishing for contempts is not peculiar to the com- 
mon law of Bilas. It belongs essentially to every ju- 
dicial tribunal and every legislative body. The English 
law of contempts, as such, has not, surely, the slightest 
authority in the supreme court of the United States: yet 
the power of that court to vindicate its dignity, and pre- 
serve its officers from outrage during its session, will 
scarcelybe questioned. In Uke manner, though the par- 
liamentary law of England, as such, can have no authori- 
ty rere, yet all the legislative bodies in the union habitually 
uct upon its rules. ’ 

The power in question grows out of the great law of 
selft-preservation. It is no doubt very liable to abuse, 
and ought always to be exercised with great moderation. 
In its very nature, it is not susceptible either of precise 
cefinition or precise limitation. Each particular instance 
of its exercise must be adapted to the emergency which 
calls for it. While, therefore, the committee deem it 
routter of great importance to maintain the existence of 
this power, asan essential means of vindicating the dig- 
nity and privileges of the house, they are clearly of opi- 
nion that it ought never to be exercised, except in cases 
of strong necessity; and that the punishinent inflicted un- 
der it ought never to be carried farther than shall be ab- 
solutely and imperiously required by the existing emer- 

rey. 

fn thie present case, though they think the conduct of 
Mr. Jarvis obnoxious to the censure of the house, yet 

‘they can hardly suppose that he was conscious, at the 
time of committing the assault, that he was offering a 
contempt to its authority. He disclaims, indeed, any 
such inteution. And as the committee are aware that 
many persons, for whose opinions they have very great re- 
spect, entertain the belief that the assault in question was 
yot a violation of any privilege of the house, they think 
they are required, by the spirit of moderation aud indul- 
agence in which this power should always be exercised, to 
give Mr, Jarvis the benefit of the most favorable pre- 
sumption, as to his views and intentions, touching the 
rights and privileges in question. 

Chey, therefore, recommend to the adoption of the 
jrouse, the following resolutions. It is proper, however, 
to remark, by way of explanation, that there was but a 
bare majority of the committee in favor of the first reso- 
Jution, the minority entertaining the behef that the house 
possesses no power touching the premises; and that there 
was but a bare majority of the committee in favor of the 
second resolution, the minority believmg that it was ex- 
pedient to vindicate the mar J of the house, by inflicting 
some punishment for the violation of its privileges: 

Resolved, ‘That the assault committed by Russel Jar- 
yis on the person of John Adams, the private secretary 
of the president, in the rotundo of the capitol, imme- 

diately after the said John Adams had delivered a mes- 
sage from the president to the house of representatives, 
and while he was in the uct of retiring from it, was a vio- 
lution of privilege, which merits the censure of this house. 

Resolved, Vhat it is not expedient to have any further 
praceedings im this case. 

Mr. P. P. Barbour, from the same committee, made 
the following report: 
The minority of the select committer, to which was 
veterred the message of the president, in relation to an 
assault, committed by Russel Jarvis, upon his private 
secretary, whilst they concur with the majority in the re- 
sults which they report of the evidence, and, also, in the 
expression of their disapprobation of the assault, in refer- 
ence tothe time when, and the place where, it was commit- 
ted, beg leave to state their decided and unqualified dis- 
svut from that resolution of the report, which affirms the 
yore of this house’ to panish the assault in question, as 
eing a breach of privilege, and a contempt; aud to pre- 
sent a condensed view of the reasons which have conduct- 
ed them to this conclusion. ‘This power, if it exist, must 
rest for its support upon that doctrine of privilege, which 
1s said to be established by the law and custom of parlia- 
ment; a doctrine, which, in their estimation, is as iireome 


patible with the genius of our people, and the principles 
of our government, as it is dangerous to the fndlividuss 
rights of the citizen. In proof of this, they propose ty 
take a brief review of its origin and progress, as, also, of 
its practical application, in that deliberative assembly, 
which is generally regarded, by those who assert the pow. 
er, as the source whence precedents are to be derived 
illustrative of the proper occasion for its exercise. It js 
said, by a celebrated writer upon the subject, that the lay 
of parliament is to be sought after by all, is unknown only 
to a few; that it is only to be learned out of the rolls of 
parliament, and other records, and by precedents, and 
continual experience; “that the maxims upon which they 
proceed, together with the method of proceeding, rest en. 
tirely in the breast of parliament itself; and are not defin. 
ed and ascertained by any particular stated law;” and, 
again, that the dignity and independence of the two houses 
are, ina great measure, preserved, by keeping their privyi- 
leges indefinite. Thus it appears, from the nature of this 
parliamentary law, and these parliamentary privileges, 
that they are incompatible with the principles of our go- 
vernment, and aguinst the dictates of justice; nothing can, 
without a solecism in language, be called a uw, but some 
rule of action, which is published to those who are to be 
affected by it; whilst it is seen that the law of parliament, 
so misealled, is locked up in their own bosoms; and noth- 
ing can be mre unjust, than to punish an individual for 
any offence against those privileges, the nature and charac. 
ter of which, being indefinite, are utterly anknown; and 
which only become known as particular cases occur, thus 
making the infliction of punishment the first evidence at 
the existence of the rule under which it is inflicted. The 
impropriety of such a course, which is apparent upon the 
great principles of right and wrong, is strongly enforced 
by a reference to the 9th section of the Ist article of the 
constitution, which prohibits the passage of ex post facto 
laws—the reason for this prohibition is, the injustice of 
punishing as a crime, an aet, indifferent in itself, at the 
time when it was committed; but, in the eye of reasan, 
there is no real difference between punishing an act, 
which, at the time ofits commission, was not criminal, and 
punishing one, which, at the time of its commission, wa: 
not known to be criminal; and by a singular coincidence, 
such as ex post facto laws, amongst the Romans, were 
called privikgi:, a most apt name for parliamentary privi- 
leges. The mimority of the committee, before quoting 
some examples of the application of this unknown law, 
| and indefinite privilege, will avail themselves of the senti- 
| ments of a very sagacious writer, for the purpose of show- 
ing their danger and injustice. “Suppose, (says he) a 
man had personally offended the majority of the mdividu- 
als who happen to compose a jury thatisto try him, But 
suppose twelve men to commence a prosecution against 
one, and that those very individuals are, immediately, in 
| the very rage of their resentment, enclosed to pass a ver- 
dict, aud determine of a punishment for an offence agamst 
themselves. Would this have the smallest semblance of 
justice? On the contrary, is it not the very design of law, 
to take out of the hands of the offenv/ed, the trial and pun- 
ishment of the offenders, and put it into those of indi ffer- 
ent persons?”’ 

The same writer asks, why does not the house of com- 
mons let the people kuow thei privileges? Why are nvt 
those privileges established by law? When they think 
themselves ofrended, why do they not prosecute the offen- 
der in a legal and constitutional way, which would stop 
all reflection upon them? ‘lhe king’s causes are tried tu 
the courts of justice, by judges and jury, who are indilfer- 
ent persons; why is any mdividual, or any assembly ot 
men whatever, to be pgudge, jury, and execuléoners, 1 
their own cause? Again, he says, it may be affirmed, tha’ 
the people of Englaud will never, while a spark of the 
fire of liberty remains, be reconciled to an assumed pos- 
(erin represeniatives, to inprison their constituents, with- 
out trial by jury. 

It would be difficult to add to the force of the argument 
in these quotations. It has been said that the union of te 
legislative, executive, and jadicml powers in the same 
body of men, is the very definition of tyranny, ‘Tus 
union exists in all its foree, in the case of punishment tor 
a legislative contempt; the same persons are the accusers, 
the triers, and the executioners; thus, not only violating 
the principle of immutable justice, that no man ought t ¥ 
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be ajudge of his eause, but performing the office of 
judge under feelings of excitement the most unpropiti- 
‘aus to a cxlm and dispassionate investigation of the case. 
This general reasoning would, of itself, be sufficient to 


punishment for parliameutary contempt, is of dangerous 
tendency, and incompatible with the principles of our 
government: but if this conelusion be deducible from 

eneral reasoning, how greatly is it strengthened by re- 
ference to that series of precedents from which it is said 
that the law and custom of parliament must be learned. 
From afew of the most prominent which will now be 
quoted, it will be seen that, instead of the stream of jus- 
tice owing in a smooth and equable current, it has been 
thrown into constant agitation, sometimes by caprice, 
sometimes by the violence of angry excitement. A man 
named Cranfich! was fined 500/. each, to tour members 
whom he had slandered. Lord Laville was committed 
to the tower, for refusing to name the person who had 
written a letter to him, which parliament bad thought 
treacherous. {vu 1647, an order was made for several 
members of the house to take some of the deputies of 
the sergeant-at-aris, and to break open doors, and seize 
trunks and papers of one captain Vernon. 

In 1664, a school master was examined for an Arian 
book; the Look was burnt by the hands of the hangman. 
He was confined at Newgate, and then banished to the 
Isle of Sciliy. There is a case which is remarkabie for 
the caprice which dictated the punishment; two persons 
were placed back to back, upon a horse, and, with a la- 
hel, specifying the offence, made to ride in this manner 
round Charing Cross; and that, too, for arresting a meim- 
ber’s servant, in violation of a privilege not now clanned. 
As, however, it may be ohjected to some of these pre- 
cedents, that they occurred in bad times, that is during 
the period of the long parliament, some more modern 
anes will now be quoted. In the case of Shirley, vs. 





rest the encroaching character of privilege, whose cha- 
racteristic feature has been, that claims have been ad- 
vanced from time to time, and repeated till some exampie 
of their admission enabled them to build law on that exs 
ample. It is believed, that no one will contend, since 
this provision, that there are any other privileges; when, 
therefore, the question arises about the right of punish- 
ing for contempt, it is really a question, not of privilege, 
but of power. It will now be attempted briefly to m- 
quire into the powers of the house; they are to be found 
in several sections of the first article; they are, Ist. To 
choose their own speaker, and other officers; 2dly. 
‘lo originate all bills for raising revenue; 3diy. The 
sole power of impeachment; 4thly. To determine the 
rules of itsown proceedings, punishing its members for 
disorderly behavior, and expelling a member, with the 
concurrence of two-thirds; 5thly. The power to judge 
of the elections, qualifications, and returns, of its mem- 
bers. If the proposition be true, that the enumeration 
ot two distinct personal privileges to the members be 
evidence that the framers of the constitution designed 
them to have no more, it would seem to follow, by parity 
ot reason, that the enumeration of certain powers, as 
being given to the house, was evidence that the house 
should have no more powers. Itis sometimes contend- 
ed, that, from the nature of things, the house must have 
certain inherent powers, and, amongst others, the power 
of protecting itself from insult; the provisions of the 
constitution above referred tu, seem to furnish an answer 
to this argument: for, if we are to impute to the house 
of representatives any inherent power, what could mare 
emphatically fall within that class than the following: 
a power to choose its own speaker, without which it 
could not even be organized; a power to determine the 
elections, qualifications, &c. of its members, without 
which it could not know who were constitutionally elect- 
ed;a power to punish its own members fordisorderly be- 





Fagg, in the 27th of Charles the 2d, the house of com- 
mons maintained, that an appeal,taken from the court 
af chancery to the house of lords, by Shirley, agaist 
Rage, who was one of their members, was a breach of 
ther privileges. io another ease, which was an appeal 
taken by Crispe against Vaimahoy, who was a membev, 
they imprisoned the sergeants and barristers, who had 
pleaded for Crispe, contrary to an order of the house, as 
gor a breach of privilege. In the case of Admiral Grii- 
tith, a member, certam persons who had trespassed on 
his fisheries, were found guilty of a breach of privilege, 
aud were ordered to stand committed, avd were after- 
wards discharged, alter being reprimanded on their knees, 


havior, without which there would be danger, at sonre 
period, of an utter prostrationof all order. The guard- 
ed caution, which thought it necessary to impart to the® 
house, power to give itself organization and action within 
itself, surely did not mgan to leave the same house at li- 
berty to range in the boundless field of wild and capri- 
cious precedent, in search of power to punish their fel- 
low citizens, whensoever and howsoever it pleased, with- 
out any chart or compass to guide its course, or limita- 
tion to restrain it, save only its own mere discretion, in 
acting ou maxims and modes of proceeding, locked up 
in its own bosom, until applied in individual cases. The 
correctness of this idea may be swrongly enforeed by re- 
ference to the provision asto punishment in cases of ime 








paying the costs. And, even as late as about the year 
811, Sir Francis Burdett was committed to the tower of 
London for a breach of privilege, in writing, or publish- 
tig a libel, us it was deemed by the house of commons. 
In times more remote, judges were put in custody of the 
sergeant-at-arms, and, in one instance, judge Berkley 
was taken off his bench in Westminister hall, by the ush- 
ev of the Black Rod, to the great terror of his brethren; 
but the instances quoted of counsel being imprisoned tor 
qrguing a cause, and persons ordered to be committed 
(pr an alleged trespass, are strong illustrations of the po- 
Sitton, that no man, or set of men, can be safely trust- 
ed with the unrestrained power of judging and punish- 


ing intheir own case, it is not sufficient to say that the | 


house will not follow such absurd precedents; once let it 
be settled, that it depends upon their discretion alone, 


“to decide whether there is a contempt or breach of privi- | 


lege, and to decide both the kind and measure of punish- 
nent, without the power of any other tribunal to relieve, 
then the citizens claim to liberty, is not matter of right 
but of sufferance. Besides this view of the case, upon 
general principles, the minority of the committee are 
Sitisfied, that the house does not possess the power in 
question, by force of varions provisions of the constitu- 
ugn, to which they will now refer. In the 6th section 
of the Ist article, the privileges of the members are pre- 
Cfsely defined, and are made to consist in exemption from 
arrest, execpt in treason, &c. and from bemg questioned 
+fsewhere, for any speech in the house. ‘hese are pri- 
Vileges in the true meaning of that term; they are imiou- 


Nites or exemptions, and are personal to the members, | 


ard, as has been justly remarked by the author of the 
aimmd, they were probably detined, with a view to ar- 











peacliment; thus it is declared, that punishment in cases 

of impeachment shall not extend farther than to removal 

trom office, and disqualification, Xe. Now it would be 
| surange, that, in those cases in which the accusation was 
| preferred by the house, and tried by the senate, the ac- 
| cusing and trying bodies being thus distinct, and in which, 

| too, the senators are required to be upon oath, there 
should be a strict limitation of power, and yet in the 
cases of contempt, in which the accusing and trying body 
are the same, and they are not upon oath for that pur- 
pose, there should be an unlimited power of punishment, 
both as to kind and amount. But there are other pro- 
visions of the constitution which bear upon this question: 

‘Thus, in the second seetion of the third article, it is de- 
| claved that the trial of all crimes, except in cases of im- 
peachment, shall be by jury. Now,a crime has been 
defined to be, the omission of something commanded, or 
the commission of something prohibited, by law. Une 
less the aet in question shall correspond with one or the 
(other branch of this definition, it is not the subject of 
i punishment at all; and it it be, then it isa crime, and, 
us such, ought to be tried by a jary. Butthere is a pro- 
vision inthe fifth amendment of the constitution, which 
is deemed to be conclusive—it is this: that no man shail 
be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law. ‘The phrase, due process of law, is be- 
lieved, ex vi termini, to imply, that it must be before a 
judicial court or magistrate; but all the judicial power of 
| the United States, exeeptthat stated in the first article, is 
vested in the courts of the union. An application will 
now be made of this reasoning. The house of com 
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nfons consider it equally a breach of privilege, for which 
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they punish, toassault, or slander a member; now, it is 
supposed, that, if one of our members were slandered or 
libelled in a newspaper, that we should not have the 
power of punishing, (if we exercised that power, we 
should cease to legislate) and why? Because the first 
amendment prohibits the passage of any law abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; so, when the 
fifth amendment scge the deprivation of life, liberty, 
or property, but y due course of law, it follows, that, as 
commitment would be a privation of liberty, that cannot 
be done without due course of law; that is, in a regular 
proceeding before a judicial tribunal. It may be useful 
to pursue this idea further; it has been seen, that, in one 
case, the commons banished a man to the Isle of Scilly, 
if, without trial by due course of Jaw, tlic house of re- 
presentatives can commit, in like manner may they ban- 
ish, and carrying the process one step further, and the 
Tast—theyruight, if ever they should be wild enough, take 
the life of a citizen, for life and liberty are only guarded 
iu tne same words; and if they can take the last by their 
own judgment, in their own case, sothey might take the 
first. This provision in the fifth amendment is substan- 
tially the same with one in magna charta. It is true, that, 
in the great case of sir Francis Burdett against Mr. 
Abbott, the speaker of the house of commons, when 
this provision of magna charta was urged in argument, 
the court attempted to parry its force, by declaring that 
the law and custom of parliament are a part of the law 
of the land, in its large sense; and that the expres- 
sions, according to the law of the land, and by due pro- 
cess of law, are, in effect, the same; the first answer to 
this is, that when the house of commons imprisoned the 
counsel, for appearing in an appeal, at their bar, against 
a member of the cominons, the lords voted this impri- 
sonment to be a transcendent invasion on the right and 
Siberty of the subject, and against magna charta, the pe- 
tition of right, and many other laws, which have provided, 
that no freeman shall be imprisoned, or otherwise re- 
strained of his liberty, but by due process of law. Again: 
“Those maxims which are locked up iu the bosom of par- 
liament, unknown to the people, and proclaimed only 
us particular occasions occur, can, with uo propriety, be 
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houses sit, are under their exclusive control. They are 
authorized to ‘establish the rules of their proceedings, 
and to appoint their officers; it is competent, then, for 
them to declare, by their rules, who shall, and who shul! 
not be admitted within their chambers; it is equally with- 
in thei: power to put out any person who may conduct 
himself indecorously; accordingly, by one of the rules of 
the house of representatives, it is provided, that, in case 
of any disturbance or disorderly conduct, in the galleries 
er lobby, the speaker, or chairman of the committee of 
the whole, shall have power to order the same to be clear- 
ed; for that purpose, we are furnished with officers, such 
as a sergeaat-at-arms, door-keeper, &e. whose duty it is 
to execute the warrants and orders of the house, and to 
preserve order when necessary. This, then, is a plain 
and adequate remedy for the removal of such interrup- 
tion as obstructs the progress of business; as to any thing 
else, let the offending party be prosecuted in the judicia! 
tribunals; or it iscompetent to congress to make legisla. 
tive provision, if it were thought necessary. 

‘The same sagacious writer from whom quotations have 
already been made, holds this language: “We now ques- 
tion the doctrine of a cgi in the commons, of impris- 
ouing for any thing but what stops proceedings of the 
house, and is done zn the house.” Such is the doubt ex- 
pressed, evea in relation to the omnipolent British par- 
liament. ‘The minority of the committee hold the true 
prmciple, in reference to the two houses of congress, to 
be this. They may remove auy disorder or disturbance, 
within their respective chambers, so as to prevent any 
obstruction to the progress of their business; but they 
have not the power of imprisoning for contempt. But 
if they had this power, still it could not be extended to 
embrace any case, beyond their own chambers: for if it 
were, where would be the limits? ‘The court, in the case 
of Anderson vs. Dunn, gives the answer: they say, that 
they know no bounds to the process of this house for 
coutempt, but those of the United States. ‘This princi- 
ple, they cannot admit to be correct; tremendous would 
be that power, which could drag before it, any citizeu 
from Maine to Florida, and punish him for a contempt, 
of which the sole criterion would be, the discretion of 





considered as a part of the law of the lund; the charac- 
teristics of which, are, in every point, the contrast of this 
Yaw and custom of parliament. “The law of the land, in- 
stead of being locked up in the bosom of the legislator, 
is made known to the pedple; and insicad of cousisung of 
a set of hasty fragments or sentences, prouounced as the 
cases occur, it censists of gevcral rules of action, not speud- 
ing their force in individual cases, but applying to the 
whole community. But there is yet another answer to 
this lea, which is Ceemed conclusive: Lf it were for ar- 
gument sake admitted that this law of parlianient was a 
partof the law of the land, ta Eugland, it would be pari 
of the common law. 


ihe contvary has been solemnly adjudged, paricularly im 
weference to the penal part of that system. ‘This power 
is sometimes attempted to be supported, by comparing 


Now it is not pretended, that the | tion cannot be maintained, 
‘ . . * ‘ 
¢ommon law belongs to the United States, s¢tuch; nay, i courts. 


the power punishing. They would further state, that, 
; to maintain the power in this case, would be, to assunic 
| a stronger ground than that even claimed by courts: for, 
suppose that a witness had been sutnmoned to attend a 
court, and after having deposed, should be assaulted upon 
| the court ground, but so as not to disturb the court, and 
) not in relation to his evidence, hay, suppose that a judge 
| himself, after the adjournment ot his court, should be as- 
) saulied, notin relation to his official conduet, but upon 
| some personal quarrel, would it be contended that the 
| process of contenapt would lic, in either of these cases! 
_ tt is believed that 1 would not; ifso, the power in ques- 
even by analogy, to that of 


‘Lhe minority have felt that they owed it to tremselves, 
to siate the grounds of their opimion, upon a great ques- 
tion of constitutional law, which, to day, is the case vi 


it to that exercised by courts, and state legislatures; as ii | Russel Jarvis, but whichmay be the cuse of any citizca 


regards the courts of the states, although it is an anomaly, 
it is claimed wpon the ground just discussed, asa part of 
the cormmon law, which, it has teen seen, does not belong 
tothe U. States as such. As it rewards the state Jegisla- 


in the union. 

Under the influence of these considerations, they re- 
commend the following resolution: 

ftesolved, That it is not competent to the house of re- 





tures, they are the depositories of all the power or the | 
people, which are not otherwise granted, or prohibited | 
to them; whulst, as it respects congress, it is apparent, 
from the Constitution, that it was intended to deline the | 
particular powers, which, together, they should possess, 
as the federal legislature, and also those powers which 
should belong to each house separately. The example 
of the United States’ courts is against the argument: for 
congress have, by express enactment, given those courts 
ower to fine and imprison for contempt, which would 
Pave been wholly nugatory, if tuey possessed it betore. 
If it shouid be asked, whether the two houses of con- 
gress areto sit at the mercy of every intruder, who chooses 
to insult them, without power to punish him? The an- 
swer isa ar one; in the first place, there is no rex 
sonable probability of such violent breach of decorum be- 
ing ‘wantonly committed; but as it isa possible, though 
catreme tase, it will be met, by showing a very sieuple 
and obvious Semedy, Vhe chanibers in which the ty a 








presentatives to punish Russel Jarvis for the assault upon 
the private secretary of the president, as for a contempt 
to the house. 

[Both of the above reports were ordered to lie upos 
the table.! 
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TWENTIETH, CONGRESS—ist SESSION. 
SENATE, 

May 15.—The secretary having given notice of the 
absence of the vice-president from the chair, the se- 
naie proceeded to the election of a president pro tem.; 
ant a ballot having been taken, Mr..Macon was declared 
to have been elevted. 

Mr. Macon rose, and returned thanks to the senate 
for the honour conferred on him; but wished to decline 
serving. Mr. Tazewell then moved that Mr. Macon 
be excused from serving us president pro tem. ‘This 
iotion having been agreed io rem. con., anothor ballot 
was tien, and the vote stood as follows: 
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Mr. Smith, of Md. 26; Harrison, 15; King, 3; Taze- 
well, 1; Dickerson, 1. 

Mr. Smith, of Md. having been duly elected, was con- 
ducted to the chair, and returned his acknowledgments 
to the senate: a resolution was then passed, authorising 
the secretary to wait on the president and inform him of 
the event; and also, that he communicate the like in- 
formation to the house of representatives. 

Mr. King, from the committee on public lands, re- 
ported the bill for the relief of the purchasers of lands 
which have reverted for the payment of the purchase mo- 
ney, with certam amendments, which were agreed to. 
On other amendments debate arose, in which Messrs. 
King, Eaton, Chandler, Van Buren, Kane, Barton, 
McKinley, Ruggles, Harrison and Cobb, took part. 

The question then being put, on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed, it was decided in the affirmative, by the follow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barnard, Barton, Benton, Bouligny, 
Chambers, Eaton, Ellis, Harrison, Hendricks, Johnson, 
Ky. Johnson, Lou. Kaue, King, Knight, M’Kinley, 
Marks, Noble, Ridgely, Ruggles, Sanford, Seymour, 
Silsbee, Smith, Md. Thomas, Van Buren, Webster, 
White, Willey, Williams.—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Batemas, Barnard, Branch, Chand- 
ler, Chase, Cobb, Foot, M’Lane, Macon, Parris, Rob- 
bins, Tazewell, Tyler, Woodbury.—14. 

The bill from the house, to authorize the corporations 
uf Washington, Georgetown and Alexandria, to subscribe 
for stock in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, was read, 
and, on the question of ordering it to a second reading, it 
was decided in the negative, 12 to 13. After other pro- 
ceedings, a motion to reconsider tue vote was agreed to; 
the bill was ther read a second time, and referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. 

The bill to deepen harbors and erect piers, was taken 
up, and several amendments having been agreed to, the 
umendments were ordered to be engrossed, and the bill 
to be read a third time. 

On motion of .Wr. Rowan, the bill for the relief of 
Edward Allen Talbot, of the city of Dublin, was taken 
up, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of 2%. Johiusion, of Lou. the bill to autho- 
rize the designation of the line between the state of Lou- 
isiana and the territory of Arkansas, was taken up, read a 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. Woodbury, trom the committee on commerce, 
reported on the subject of light houses. 

Jr. King moved to take up the bill for the relief of 
‘Thomas L. M’Kenney; which, having becn agreed to, the 
bill was discussed by .VWessrs. Benton, King, Codd, 
Chambers aud Chandler. 

A motion made by Wr. Benton to lay the bill on the 
table, was rejected, ayes 13, noes 20. The senate now 
went into the consideration of executive busmess, and 
having been so occupied for a short time, the doors were 
opened, und the senate adjourned. 

May 16. On motion of Mr. Berrien the bill to con- 
tinue in force for a limited time, and to amead the act to 
cuable claimants to lands withiu the state of Missouri, and 
territory of Arkansas, was taken up, and after having 
been discussed at length, by Messrs. Berrien, Van Bu- 
ren, Benion, Barton and Macon, the question occurred 
on engrossing the bill; and being taken by yeas and nays, 
was decided im the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barnard, Barton, Chambers, Chand- 
ler, Foot, Knight, McLane, Marks, Parris, Robbins, 
Seymour, Thomas, Van Buren, Webster, Willey.—15. 

NAYS— Messrs. Benton, Berrien, Bouligny, Branch, 
Cobb, Eaton, Ellis, Harrison, Hendricks, Jobnson, of 
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rison, who also supported it. Mr. Tazewell opposed the 
subscription, on the grounds that wines would, in four 
years, enter intv the provisions of another tariff bill. Mr. 
Branch advocated the resolution. Mr. McLane was 
against the mode of granting this encouragement to the 
culture of the vine. Mr. Aowan made a tew remarks, 
to which Mr. Branch replied: when, the yeas and nays 
having been ordered, on motion of Mr. Tazewell, the 
question was taken on the resolution, and decided in the 
negative, by the following vote: ! 
YEAS—Messrs. Barnard, Barton, Bouligny, Branch, 
Cobb, Eaton, Harrison, Johnson of Kentucky, Kane, 
Ridgely, Robbins, Sanford, Smith of Maryland, Vau 
Buren, Webster, Willey—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Chandler, Ellis, Foot, Hayne, Hen- 
dricks, Johnston, of Louisiana, King, Knight, McKinley, 
McLane, Macon, Marks, Parris, Rowan, Ruggles, Sev- 
mour, Silsbee, Tazewell, Tyler, White, Willtamis—2!. 
The bill to abolish brevet rank in the army of the U. 
States, was read a second time. 

At the request of Mr. Wedster, Mr. Harrison gave 
some explanations, and vead a report upon the subject. 
Mr. JVebdster thought the proposition required considera- 
tion and moved tojlay the bill on the table, but withdrew the 
motion at the request of Mr. Harrison, who made some 
remarks and expressed « willingness to lay the bill on the 
table, as another bill was in a measure connected with it, 
which he should have called up this morning, but from an 
error, no printed copy being -n the table. [Mr. H. was 
understood to allude to the bill from the other house, to 
abolish the office of major general in the army of the Gui- 
ted States. | 

Mr. Chandler remarked that the present bill would 
not touch those officers who were entitled to brevet rank 
for actions in the field. He hoped, if the bill was laid on 
the table, it would be called up to-morrow, as the difficul- 
ty occasioned by the present system was atcumulating 
every year; and as a short time oaly would be taken up 
in considering the bill, he thought it might be acted upon 
this year. 

Myr. Webster then renewed his motion, and the bill 
was laid on the tabie. 

A message was received from the president of the Um- 
ted States, communicating an ordinance of the Rassian 
government, removing the discriminating duties from 
American tonnage. Ordered to be printed. 

A letter was received from the secretary of the treasu- 
ry, communicating the annual commercial statement. 

The bill from the other house, to remove the duty trom 
Latiu and Greek books, printed previous to the vear 177%, 
was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill to deepen harbors and erect piers, was taken 
up, and ordered to be engrossed for athird reading. , 

Several other bills from the house were acted upon, 
when the senate adjourned. 

May 17. ‘he bill for the relief of the legal represen- 
tatives of Meriwether Lewis was taken up, and having 
been amended, was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to alter and amend the act of 1817, creating 
the sinking fund of the United States, was read a second 
time; and the question being on engrossing tor a third 
reading, Mr. Benton spoke briefly in its support; he was 
replied to by Mr. Johnston, of Lou. who argued against 
the measure, and alluded to some remarks formerly 
made by Mr. Benton, and a speech published by him in 
the Teiegraph, charging Mr. Johnston with having mis- 
represented his [Mr. Benton’s| remarks and sentiments. 
To these charges Mr. J. made a detailed reply. 


Mr. Benton replied to Mr. Johnston, and insisted that 





Ky. Johuston of Lou. Kane, King, McKinley, Macon, 
Ridgely, Rowan, Kuggles, Smith, of Md. ‘Tazewell, 
White, Williams, Woodbury.~23, 

The resolution reported by the committee on agricul- 
ture, authorizing the secretary to purchase 3,000 copies 
of Adjum’s Memoir on the culture of the vie, was con- 
sidered, and agr@ed to. 

Mr. Van Buren then moved its reconsideration, which 
was agreed to. 

} On motion of Mr. ban Buren, the vote on the resolu- 
tion to pureliase 3,000 copies of Adlum’s treatise on the 
culture of the grape, was reconsidered. Mr. Eaton spoke 
‘a favor of the resolution, and was followed by Mr. Her- 








he had misrepresented him in his speech published in the 
\Tntciligencer. On motion of Mr. AdcLane the bill was 
jthen laid on the table, and a number of engrossed bilis 
tuken up, read a third time, and passed. A bill to ex- 
tend the copy-right of Rowletts’ interest tables, was next 
taken up, discussed, and ordered to be engrossed. [ Passe 
led on Monday. } ‘ 

Vir. “ehnson, of Ky. moved that the senate meet du- 
ring the residue of the session at 10 o’clock, A. M. but 
befure the question was taken, the senate adjourned, 

May 19. Mr. £aton asked leave of absence for Hugh 
C. Whiie, from this day, during the residue of the ses- 
sion; which was agreed to, 
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Mr. Smvth, of S. C. trom the select committee on | 
thanging the seats, made a report, recommending the ar- | 
rangement of the senate on its former plan, the closing 
up of the Ape gallery, and the erection of a gallery 
projecting ve feet over the lobby, and supported by iron 
pillars. 

On motion of Mr. Hayne, the committee on naval af- 
fgirs was discharged from the consweration of a variety of 
subjects, on which it was not practicable to act this ses- 
sion; also, from the act trom the other house, for the re- 
lief of Mary Jane Lawrence; which was referred to the 
committee on pensions. 

Mr. Hayne, from the same committee, to which was 
referred a memorial for a navy yard at Savanuah, report- 
ed « resolution iu tavor of the project. 

Mr. Woodbury submitted a resolution to authorize the 
placing of Samuel Whittemore on the pension list. 

The motion (formerly laid on the table) to reconsider 
the vot» on the bill tor the relief of Marinus W. Gilbert, 
was taken up. 

Mr. uggles explained at large the nature of the claim; 
when, after a few words in opposition, from Mv. Chand- 
ler, the motion to reconsider was carried on a division, 22 
voting in the affirmative. 


Mr. Ruggles further supported the bill, and some far- 
ther debate occurred, when it was ordered to be engross- 
ed. (Agreed toon Wednesday. } 

The bill for the relief of Alexander Gorden, (a revolu- 
tionary officer) was taken up, on which discussion arose, 
at the conclusion of which, the bill was passed. 


The bill trom the other house, for the relief of sundry 
revolutionary officers, soldiers, and widows, was read 
and referred to the committee on pensions. A number 
of biils irom the house, were also referred. 

A joint resolution granting to Charles Carroll, of Car- 
roliton, the privilege of franking letters and packages, 
was read twice, and ordered to a third reading. 


The message from the other house, communicating 
certain amendments to the bill to establish post offices 
and post roads, was taken up, and the amendiments were 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Codd, the senate went into the con- 
sideration of executive business; and, aiter about two 
hours so employed, the doors were opened, and the se- 
nate adjourned. 


May 20. A resolution submitted by Mr. Hayne direct- 
{ug the secretary of the navy to report on the propriety 





of constructing navy yards, at some pout on the coast, 
between Cape Hatteras and Florida, Charleston and 
Heautort, S. C. and Savannah, Brunswick, and St. Mary’s, | 
Georgia, was agreed to, 

After debate the bill to amen‘ and explain an act, en- 
titled ‘*An act confirming an act of the legislature ot 
Virginia, incorporating the Chesapeake and Uluo Canal | 
Company,” and an act ofthe state of Maryland, for the | 
saine purpose was taken up—Ayes 26, noes 20, 

Some documents were then read, on motion of Mr. | 
Jt-ndricks, explanatory of the act. 

Mr. Chumbéers made some explanations; when, the 
question bemg taken ou ordering the bill to a third read- 
ing, the yeas and ways having been ordered, it was de- 
cided in the affirmative as tollows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Barnard, Barton, Bateman, Bouligny, 
Chambers, Chase, Eaton, Harrison, Mendiicks, John- 
son, Ken. Johuston, of Lou. Kane, King, -Knigitt, | 
MeLane, Marks, Noble, Ridgley, Robbins, Rowan, | 
Raggies, Seymour, Silsbee, Smith, of Md. Tyler, Web- | 
ster, Willey, W illams—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Berrien, Branch, Chand- | 
ter, Cobb, Dickerson, Eilis, Foot, Hayne, 
Parris, Saniord, Smith, of S. C. Tazewell, 
Woodbury—16, 





Macon, | 
Van Buren, | 


The bili aut.orising a subscription, by the United 
Stutes, of one million of dollars to the stock of the canal, 
was then taken up, aad debated until the hour of adjourn- 
ment, without any quesuon being taken upon At. 


May 21. The report of the select committee, appoint- 
ed Lo consider and report in relation to a change ot the 
seats in the senate chamber, was taken up, and alter sonic 





discussion, in which Messrs. Futon, Smith, of S.C. and 


. SS 2 
Berrien, took part, the resolution to restore the seats to 
the former arrangements, and to erecta gallery on the 
western side of the chamber, was agreed to. 

Several bills were read and referred— 

A joint resolution, from the other house, authorisin 
Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, to frank letters and pack- 
ages, was read a third time, 

Mr. JMacon said that he should vote against the reso- 
lution, not from want of veneration to the man, but be- 
cause it was not right or consistent to extend the frank. 
ing privilege in this manner, 

lhe resolution was then passed. 

A bill to confirm the act of the legislature of Virginia, 
incorporating the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, 
and an act of the legislature of Maryland, was read u 
third time, and passed. A bill renewing certain pen- 
sions chargeable on the naval and privateers’ fund, was 
read a third time, and passed. A_ bill im relation to the 
banks of the District of Columbia [authorizing them to 
make use of Rowlett’s tables} was read a third time; aud, 
on the question of its passage—Mr. «Macon having ask- 
ed the yeas and nays, it was decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 27, noes 16.. 

On motion of Mr. Benton three thousand copies of the 
reports of the committee of the house on retrenchment, 
were ordered to be printed. A bill for the relief of Al- 
len P. Mellheny, was read a second and third time, anti 
passed. 

A joint resolution to loan the barracks at Sackett’s 
Harbor to the trustees of a military and scientific school, 
was reatl a second and third time, and passed. 

Mr. Johuson, of Kentucky, from the committee an 
post offices and roads, reported the amendments to the 
bill for the establishment of post offices and post roads, 
and moved that the senate concur. The amendments 
having been read, the motion was agreed to, 

The unfinished business of yesterday was then taken up, 
being the bill to authorise the subseription to stock in the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal, a moditied amendment ot- 
fered by Mr. Cobé, to make it requisite, before the go- 
vernment shall be required to advance its assessments, 
for the stockholders to pay the whole of theirs, except 
those whose stock shall have been forfeited for non-pay- 
ment, still pending. Considerable debate now took 
place on this amendment, which was fiually rejected, as 
was an amendment moved by Mr. Foot. 

Mr. Foot moved further to amend, by striking out of 
the 16th, 17th, and 18th lines, the nap words: 
‘nor until one half of the aggregate amount of such as- 
sessments shall have been paid.” He observed, that his 
object was to place the United States inthe same posi- 
tion as other stockholders. 

Mr. Codd asked the yeas and nays on this amendment, 
which were ordered; when there appeared, yeas 2h, 
nays 20. So the amendment was adopted. 

The question then occurring on engrossing the amend« 
ments, and ordering the bill to a third reading, Mr. 
Johnston, of Louisiana, spoke briefly in answer to some 
remarks of Mr. .McLaze, in relation tothe funds im the 
treasury. 

Mr. McLane replied briefly; aud Mr. Jgnston made 
a few additional observations; wien, the question being 
put, and the yeas and nays having been ordered on eau- 
grossing the bill, on motion of Mr. Eadon, it was de- 
cided in the affirmative, by the following vote: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Barnard, Barton, ) a Boulig- 
ny, Chambers, Chase, Eaton, Poot, Harrison, Hen- 
dricks, Jolinson, of Ky. Johuston, of Lou. Kane, King, 
Knight, M’Kinlev, M’Lane, Marks, Noble, Ridgley, 
Robbins, Rowan, Ruggles, Seymour, Silsbee, Smith, af 
Md. Thomas, Webster, Willey —29. 

NAYS—Messrs., Benton, Berrien, Branch, Chan:t- 
ler, Cobb, Dickerson, Ellis, Hayne, Macon, Parris, 
Sanford, Smith, S.C. Tazewell, Tyler, Van Buren, 
Williams, Woodbury—17. 

A message was received from the other house, com- 
municating sundry amendments to the bill for the im- 
provement of the Tenessee, Coosa, Cahawba, and Black 
Warrior rivers. On motion of Mr. King, the amend- 
ments were concurred in, 

Mr. Van Buren moved that the senate adjuurn, on 
which motion « division being taken, it was agreed to 23 
to 16, and tlre senate adjourired, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, May15. The house met according to the 
resolution of yesterday, at ten o’elock, but no quorum 
being present, Mr. Conner moved a call of the house, 
which was accordingly eee and having proceed- 
ed some time, was suspended on the appearance of a quo- 
rum. Ayes 72, noes 60. A large part of the morning 
was occupied in motions to discharge the committee of 
the whole from the consideration of various bills, when 
some time was occupied in considering a proposition 
made by Mr. Dwight, to discharge the committee of the 
whole house from all bills of a public nature, and refer 
them to a committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, when the question being put, the motion was nega- 
tived. 

Mr. Sutherland, by leave, presented the petition of 
the journey men tailors of the city of Philadelphia, pray- 
ing that the importation of ready made clothing may be 
prohibited; which was referred to the committee of the 
whole house on the state of the union. 


The committee of the whole house, to whichis com- 
mitted the bill to authorize a subseription by the United 
States to stock of the Tenth Turnpike Road Company in 
the state of New Hampshire, were discharged from the 
further consideration thereof, and it was committed to 
the committee of the whole house on the state of the 
union. 

The bill enlarging the powers of the corporation of 
the District of Columbia, was read the third time, and, 
alter some remarks from Messrs. S. WVood, of N. Y. 
Bassett and Mercer, passed, without a count and sent to 
the senate for concurrence. 

The house next proceeded to the bill to abolish the office 
of major general, which, having been read, was opposed 
at great length by Mr. Drayton, as destructive of the 
whole symmetry and organization of the army; Mr. D. 
having concluded his remarks, the debate was arrested by 
a call for the previous question which was carried. ‘The 
main question having been put, the bill was passed, 
without acount, and sent to the senate for concurrence. 


On motion of Mr. Mallary, the house went into com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, Mr. BP. P. 
Barbour, in the chair, and proceeded to consider the 
amendments of the senate to the tariff bill. 

The first amendment of the senate having been read, 
which goes to fix the commencement of the operation of 
that part of the bill, which relates to iron on the first day 
ot September. Mr. Condict moved taat the house disa- 
gree tothe amendment, whereupon desultory debate took 
slace; the chief points involved in which were, that if the 
Naties on iron commenced on the 30th of June it would 
operate in an oppressive manner upon the merchants, 
who had already ordered that article from abroad; and 
on the other hand contended, that it could not effect them 
inasmuch as the tax upon iron became known, the mer- 
chants would increase its price accordingly, &c. The 
friends of the tariff generally, expressed a desire to con- 
cur in the amendments of the senate without debate, 
as any modification of them might endanger the bill, 
In reply to Mr. Cambreleng the chair pronounced any 
amendments to the amendments of the senate out of order 
and said ‘‘the house, having passed the bill, is functus 
officio in relation to it, except so fur as it acis upon the 
amendments of the senate; it may either concur with, or 
disagree to those amendments simply, or it may amend 
them, and then, as amended, concur with, or disagree to 
them; but the amendment proposed, though it is offered 
as an amendment to that of the senate, is, in effect, an 
amendment to our own bill, ina part to which the amend- 
ment of the senate does not apply, and is, therefore, out 
of order.” 

Messrs, Wilde, Weems and Mc Dufic addressed the 
house, when the question on the motion to disagree was 
put and negatived. Ayes, 48 nays 96. 

The second amendment, with respect to iron in slabs, 
blooms and loops, being rated as rolled iron, in bars or 
bolts; and its third amendment, laying duties on lead, 
were concurred in without a count, 

The fourth amendment, laying a duty of 40 per cent. 
ad valorem, on the fifty cent minimum ot woollen goods, 


Mr. Hilde moved to amend the senate’s amendment, 


by striking out ‘‘forty”? and inserting ‘‘thirty”. 


On this motion Mr. HVilde addressed the house at great 


length, in opposition to the whole bill. He discussed the 
general policy of the measure, and traced its effects upon 
the agricultural states, the revenue, cect. 


The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. 
Wilde, it was rejected—ayes 44, noes 83, 

The same amendment of the senate being still under 
consideration, Mc. Martin moved the follow ing proviso. 
Insert, after the words ad valorem, in the 25th line— 
Provided, That the duties proposed by this clause, 
and by the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth 
clauses of this sect.on, shall cease on the 30th of June, 
1833, after which day there shall be levied and collected 
on the articles in the said clauses mentioned, no other du- 
ties than such as ave imposed by an act approved the 22¢4 
May 1824. 

As first moved, Mr. .VWartin’s amendment left the year 
in blank, and he said that he had done this in order to 
afford an opportunity to the friends of the bill to shew 
their sincerity. A fundamental argument urged by them 
all, had been, that American manufactures need to be 
protected only for a limited period,-and, as soon as they 
obtained sufficient strength, the protection might be with- 
drawn. He hoped, therefore, that some friend of the 
bill would move to fill this blank. 

No motion being made, Mr. Martin moved to fill the 
blank with “1832.” 

‘The amendment was negatived. Ayes 41. 

Mr. .Vartin then moved to fill the blank with £1831,” 
and avowed as his reason for so doing, first, a wish that 
this act should live as short a time as possible, and second-~ 
ly, a pleasure which some might consider malignant, in 
exposing the insincerity and meonsistency of those who 
are imposing this burden upon the country. The mo- 
ment an Opportunity was presented them of fairly testing 
their own principles, they invariably shrank from em- 
bracing it. As to the repexl of the act by a future con- 
gresshe had not the slightest hope of it; on the contrary, 
the system of exactions would proceed from bad to worse, 
so long as the manufacturers eould delude the country 
intoa belief that the satisfying of their mercenary avidi- 
ty tor gain, was a promotion of the public good. 

The question being taken on Mr. Martin’s amenc+ 
ment, it was negatived, ayes 44. 

‘Lhe senate’s fourth amendment was then concurred 
in, tyes 85, noes 44. 

The fifth amendment fixing the dollar minimum, was 
next agreed to, ayes 87, noes 39. 

The senate’s sixth amendment, establishing the mini- 
mum of $2 50, being under consideration, Mr. /azle movy- 
ed the following amendments thereto: 

** Provided, ‘That any person affected by the operation 
of this act, shall be allowed the privelege of testing the — 
constitutionality of the same before the supreme court of © 
the United States.” 

Mr. Hai/e’s amendment was negatived, ayes 6. 

The committee then concurred in all the remaining 
amendments of the senate, and then rose and reported 
them without alteration. 

The question being on concurring with the report o¢ 
the committee of the whole. 

Mr. Gilmer demanded that the question be divided. 

The question was accordingly put on the amendments 
in succession. ‘The first amendment was opposed by 
Mr. Burney, and decided by yeas and nays; yeas 114, 
nays 62. 

On the second amendment, Mr. Cambreleng asked 
for information, with respect to the forms of inn called 
slabs, blooms, loops, &c. The explanation was given 
by Mr. .Ma//arv, who stated that these were terms em- 
ployed by the British manufacturers, to evade our du- 
ties on rolled and hammered tron in bars and bolts, 

Mr. Cambreleng demanded the yeas and nays, but 
they were refused by the house, and the ainendment was 
agreed to without a count. 

On the third amendment, Mr. Haynes demanded the 
yeas and nays, and, being taken, they stood as follows, 
yeas ILl1,nays 67. 

' Mr. Wilde now moved in the house the s:me amend- 
ment which he had moved in committee, but it Was nega- 





and increasing that duty to 45 per cent: after the 3Uth of 
June, 1829, being under consideration.— 
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Mr. Livingston observed, we live in a critical, a philo- 
logical, and a scrutinizing age, in which, if we do not 
**speak by the card, equivocation will undo us.” I hold 
it, therefore, to be of , ip consequence, that the acts of 
the legislature should be couched in grammatical, or at 
least, intelligible language. Lfwe desire those who are 
to fill our executive offices to cross their t’s, and to com- 
mit no fault in punctuation, under peril of forfeiting our 
confidence and suffrages, we should, at least, pay some 
attention to our own syntax, amd not send to our con- 
stituents and to the world, such a shameful composition 
as the bill, since the grammarians of the senate have modi- 
tied it; now exhibits. All the divisions of the 2d section 


are couched in this language: ‘*On allmanufactures, €c. 
shall be deemed to have cost, Ec. 


Mr. Livingston then moved to ainend the amendment 
of the senate: On all manufactures, &c. shall be charg- 
ed, &e. retaining in the subsequent parts of the phrase the 
original sense, but changing it only so as to make it 

eable to the rules of grammar. 

The house decided agamst the amendment. 

Mr. Martin renewed his amendment, and supported 
it with much earnestness, when it was rejected by yeas 
andmays. Ayes 65, nays 120, 

The 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th amendments of the 
senate were then concurred m, by yeasand nays. Yeas 
117, nays 67. 

The 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th amendments having 
been concurred in, Mr. Wright, of Ohio, rose to explain 
the conduct of himself and his colleagues, in the votes 
they had formely given m relation to these partsof the 
bill. 

{Here ensued a desultory, but rather piquant debate, 
in which Messrs. Wright and Stanberry, of Ohio, touk 
part, in reference to some publications in the Ohio papers, 
concerning the proceedings in the house cf representa- 
tives on the tariff bill. | 

The previous question being demanded by Mr. Moore, 
of Alabama, was sustained by the house—ayes 92, noes 
70—and the main question was carried without a divi- 
sion. * 

‘The question on the scnate’s 13th amendment, which 
relates to mdigo and silks, was,on motion of Mr. Suther- 
land, divided, and the question taken separately: first, 


to, without a count; and then on the remainder, which 
related to indigo, on which Mr. Gz/mer demanded the 
yeas and nays: they were accordingly ordered by the 
house, apd stood as follows—yeas 122, nays 60. 

This being the last remaining amendment of the senate, 
the agreement of the house was equivalent to the passage 
of the tariff bill, which now waits only for the signature 
of the president to become a law. 


Mr. Forward now moved the house to go into com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union; but the 
motion was negatived. 

Mr. Hamilton, chairman of the committee on retrench- 
ment, now made a report, accompanied with sundry 
documents, and moved that it be referred to a commit- 
tee of the whole on the state of the union, and that the 
report and documents be printed. 

Mr. Sergeant, trom the same committee, then pre- 
sented a report containing the views of a minority of that 
committee, respecting which, he moved the same refer- 
ence. 


a en ———— 
See 


| ‘The question being then put on referring both these 
reports, with the documents, to a committee of the whole 
on the state of the union, and printing them, it was car- 
ried. Mr. Gilmer now scaled the printing of 6000 co. 
pies, and Mr. Ward moved 10,000. After some brief 
remarks of Mr. Cu/peper, in opposition to the printing 
so large anumber ofa report which had not been even 
read. Mr. Stewart moved an adjournment, but con. 
sented to w ithdraw it: when the question being taken on 
the motion of Mr. Ward, it was decided in the negative, 
that of Mr. Giimer was carvied, ayes 120. So the print. 
ing of 6000 copies was ordered; whereupon, the house 
adjourned. 

Friday, May16. Mr. Everett, from the com mittee 
on the library, who were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of making provision for a more general dis- 
tribution of the acts of congress, made a report; which 
was read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. Mac Dufie, trom the committee appointed on the 
message of the president of the United States, in relation 
to an assault committed on the person of his private se- 
cretary, within the capitol, made a report; which was 
read, and laid on the table. For this report see page 205. 

Mr. P. P. Barbour, from the same committee, sub- 
mitted a paper containing the views of the minority of the 
committee, upon the subject referred to them; which was 
read, and Jaid on the table. See page 206. 

After a good deal of desultory Setete. a resolution for 
a recess of the house, from four until six o’clock was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Sergeant moved the following resolution, which 
was read, and laid on the table. 

Resolved, That the secretary ofthe navy be directed 
to communicate to this house, an account of the expen- 
ses of the several naval courts martial, which have been 
held since the year 1815, excepting such as have already 
been communicated. 

Mr. Stewart moved the following resolution, which 
was read, ana laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the librarian of congress be instructed 
to prepare, during the recess, an index to the congres- 
sional and official matter contained in the National lutel- 
ligencer oun file in the library. 

A large number of private bills were considered in com- 
mittee of the whole and ordered to a third reading, when 
the house took a recess until six o’clock. 

SiX O'CLOCK, 

The speaker laid before the house sundry communics- 
tions, Viz: 

1. A letter from the secretary of the treasury, trans- 
mitung a statement exhibiting the amount of drawbacks 
payable on merchandize exported during the years 1824, 
5 °6, compared with the amount of duties which acerued 
in the same years, respectively. Laid on the table. 

2. A letter trom the secretary of the treasury, accom- 
panied by two statements, which were referred to in the 
statement A, annexed to the annual report on the state 
of the finances, exhibiting in detail, the duties on mer- 
chandise, tonnage, &e. and the amount of tonnage em- 
ployed in the foreign ade of the United States. Laid 
on the table. 

A leiter from the secretary of state, transmitting the 
annual statement of the nuniber of passengers arriving in 
the United States, on shipboard, trom foreign countries, 
during the year ending on the 30th September, 1827. 





eh 





Mr. Hamilton expressed his entire acquiescence iu the 
reference and printing of this paper, and stated to the 
house, that the genUieman from Pennsylvania had ap- 
prised the commitice that he should present such a pa- 
per, but had not read it. 

Mr. Cambreleng said, that his understanding of the 
matter was, that this paper was not to be offered in the 
house, until it bad first been read in committee. 

My. Serveunt disavowed any such understanding, the 
substitute not having been read for want of time, end ap- 
pealed to the chairman ofthe committee, [Mr. Heiul- | 
sae who stated, 
hac 


| 


‘The followig message was received from the presi- 


‘dent of the United States: 


L'a the sernute and house of representatives of the United 
Hotes: 
Wasurxeron, 16/4 May, 1828. 
Sy a commnnication receivcu from the charges des al- 
faires of Prussia, a translation of whieh 3s herewith trans- 


tuiited, it appears, Guat, am the ports of that kingdom, all 


discriminating luties, as far as they affected the vessels 
of tbe United Siates aud cheir cugoes, have been aboi- 


shed smce the 15th April, 1826. £ recommend to the 


cousideraucn os congress, a legislaUve provision, whereby 
that the genil:man from New York | 


been under some mistake, in consequence, probably, }extended to Prussian vecsels and their cargoes, which 


the reciprocal eppheation of the same prixciple may be 


of having left the commitice room before the arrauge- | may hove arrived wm the ports of the United States trom 


ment had been finally vgreed upon, and that tie state- | 
ment of the gentleman froin Pennsylvania perfectly ace | 


corded with the views of the committce. 


and attec that dey JOUN QUINCY ADAMS. 
‘The message was read, and laid on the table. The 


j}house went into committee of the whole on the state of 






ae GR 


ae i 


_— 
ee 


1 these 
> Whole 
ras Car. 
U0 co. 
ie brief 
Tinting 
hh even 
it con. 
hen on 
gative. 
> print. 
house 


mittee 
ito the 
al dis- 
, whic, 


on the 
elation 
ate sp- 
th was 
e 205, 
, sub- 
of the 
th was 


ion for 
k was 


¥ hich 


rected 
Xpen~ 
» been 
ready 


Which 


ucted 
12 Tes- 
liutel- 


come 
Ww hei 


hiex- 


ran s- 
packs 
82}, 
rued 


rom~- 
» the 
State 
lhitche- 
em- 


Laid 


’ the 
i~ ia 


ries, 
"eS}< 
uted 


1 
3 al- 
‘alse 
, all 
sels 
boi- 
the 
‘eby 
be 
hich 
rom 


}. 
Che 


” 
© a. 


PROM, Roa 


ie, fo 5 


ps a gy 


NILES? REGISTER—MAY 





24, 1823—CONGRESS. 213 











een ema 
-——-— 





the union, on the bill for the relief of sundry officers, 
soldiers, and widows; the bill for the relief of sundry re- 
volutionary and other officers and soldiers, and for other 
purposes; The bill to provide for extending the term 
of the pensons of certain persons; which were reported 
to the house, with amendments to each, and then the 
house adjourned at a quarter before ten o’clock. 

Saturday, May 17. The resolution moved by Mr. 
Serreant, yesterday, was taken up and agreed to. 

r. Everett moved the following resolution, which 
lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this house, (if the public 
interest permit), a copy ofthe note of the minister of the 
United States to Spain, bearing cate 20th January, 1826. 
[Agreed to on Monday. | 

Mr. Everett offered an amendment to the resolution 
proposed by him a few days since, for the distribution of 
certain books in the library of congress, but afterwards 
withdrew it, when the resolution in its original form was 
agreed to. Ayes 102, noes 53. Considerable debate 
took place on agreeing to the resolution, the orders of the 
day having been postponed to carry on the discussion. 

Motious to take up the bills for the relief of Susan De- 
cutur, Mariguy D’Auterieve, and for a canal around the 
Muscle Shoals, were severally rejected. Numerous pri- 
vate bills were read a third time, passed and sent to the 
senate for concurrence, and several received from that 
boy passed and returned. 

The amendments of the committee of the whole, yes- 
terday, to the bill for the relief of sundry officers, sol- 
diers, and widows, were concurred in by the house. 

The amendments of the committee of the whole, ves- 
terday, tothe bill for the relief of sundry revolutionary 
and other officers and soldiers, and for other purposes, 
were concurred in by the house. 








The amendments of the committee of the whole yes- 


| isted already in Florida? 








The motion prevailed; and the resolution was laid upon 
the table aocordiaghy. 

Mr. Isacks, from the committee on public lands, re- 
ported the agreement of that committee to the amend- 
ments of the senate to the bill for the relief of the pur- 
chasers of public lands that have reverted for non-pay- 
ment of the purchase money. 

These amendments were then read, and concurred in 
by the house. 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee on commerce, 
reported the agreement of that committee to the amend- 
ments of the senate to thebill to authorize the improv- 
ing of certain harbors, the building of piers, and for other 
purposes. 

On motion of Mr. Everett, the house took up the re- 
port of the committee of foreign affairs, on the memo- 
rial of James Ray and others, and concurred im the resolu- 
tion appended to it that the committee be discharged from 
its further consideration, and that the president of the 
United States be requested to communicate to this house 
(if the public interest will permit)a Cony of the corres- 
pondence between the minister of the United States at 
the court of Madrid, and the government of Spain, on 
the subject of the claims of the citizens of the United 
States against said government. 

Mr. P. P. Barbour briefly explained the circumstan- 
ees of the case, and shewed the need of such a court, 
from the distance of the northern districts, (at St. Augus- 
tine, Tallahassee and Pensacola), the amount of entries 
and clearances at Key West, the frequency of wrecks, 
and the unjust and oppressive decisions of the tribunals 
there. 

Mr. Cambreleng wished to know whether salvage was 
to be paid in kind or in money? 

Mr. White explained that it was to be in kind. 

Mr. Sprague wished to know how many districts ex- 

And being answered that there 


terday, to the bill to provide for extending the term of; were three, suggested that some arrangement might be 
the pensions of certain persons, were agreed to, and the | made to dispense with one of the other districts, so as to 


bills ordered to a third reading. 
occupied the house until it adjourned. 

“WMonday, May 19. 
from the president and directors of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Rail Road Company, accompanied by documents 
submitted for the information of the house, relating to 
their negotiations for the purchase of iron. 

Mr. JVhite presented a memorial of inhabitants of Sa- 
vannah, in Georgia, for the establishment of a naval de- 
pot, at that “anges Referred to the naval committee. 

The speaker presented a representation of Thos. M. 
Bayly, of the state of Virginia, in relation to that part of 
the report made by Mr. Blair, trom the committee on 
expenditures, in the department of state, in which he 
says that he is charged with demanding, and the secreta- 
ry of state with paying, an extravagant compensation for 
two journeys which he made to Washington, on govern- 
ment business, and explaining the transactions alluded to 
fu said report. Read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. J’ Kean, trom the committee on post offices and 
post roads, reported a joint resolution in relation to the 
inuil route between the city of Mobile, and New Or- 
leans; which was read twice, aud ordered to be engross- 
ed, and read a third time to-morrow, after an ineffectu- 
al attempt, made by Mr. .2llen, to amend it by striking 
out the words ‘*postmaster general,” and inserting “presi- 
dent of the United States. ”’ 

Mr. Wickliffe, from the committee on the subject of a 
retrencliment in the expenditures of the government, re- 
ported, in part, a joint resolution, in relation to the man- 
ner of executing the printing ordered by either house of 
congress; which was twice read, and laid on the table. 

in support of it he made afew remarks, and exhibited 
a printed document to shew the saving that would re- 
sult to the United States, from having it printed in a 
more compact form. He referred to the inconvenience 
of searching through a number of voluines of exeeutive 
communications to find a particular report from one of 
the departments. 

_ Mr. Strong, of New York, observing that this resolu- 
tion proposes effecting almost a total change in the pre- 
sent mode of executing the public printing, and wishing 


Pu). % 


. 


' 


Private business again | avoid increasing the expense. 


After some explanation, in reply from Mr. Barbour, 


Mr. Barney presented a letter } the bill was passed. 


The engrossed bills for the relief of sundry officers, 
soldiers and widows, and for the relief of sundry revolu- 


| tionary and other officers and soldiers, and for other pur- 


poses, were read a third time, passed, and sent to the 
senate for concurrence. 

The engrossed bill to provide for extending the term 
of the pensions of certain persons, was read the third 
time, and passed, 

An engrossed resolution, providing for the distribution 
of certain public documents, and the removal of books 
from the library, was read the third time, passed, and sent 
to the senate for concurrence. 

The bill from the senate, to alter and establish sundry 
post roads, was read the third time, and passed, with the 
bill of this house, of the same title, appended thereto as 
amendments, which yet require the concurrence of the 
senate. 

A message was received from the president of the U. 
States transmitting — of three conventions lately con- 
cluded with great G Britain. Read and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, the house then went 
into committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
and took up the bill from the senate making appropria- 
tions to commence the erection of a breakwater in the 
Delaware bay, which was laid on the table after having 
been briefly considered. Some progress was also made 
in the consideration of the bills, to grant a quantity of 
lands to the state of Ohio to aid in the construction of 
canals, and also to grant lands to the state of Alabama, 
to aid and improving the navigation of the Tennessee, 
Coosa, Cahawba and Black Warrior rivers, when the 
committee, on motion of Mr. Dwight, took up the bill 
“to admit iron and machinery for rail roads, free of duty.” 

Mr. .Miller, having no idea that the house could ever 
pass this bill, with a view to save the time that might be 
wasted in debate, moved to strike out the enacting clause 
of the bill. 

Mr. Barney opposed the motien with great warmth, 
attributing it, in part, at Jeast, to a feeling of jealousy ex- 





further time for considering it, moved to lay it upon the | 








isting in Philadelphia, in relation to the rapid rise of Bal- 
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Mr. Sergeant replied, disclaiming all such motives and 
feelings on the part of Philadelphia; stated the various 
rail roads already commenced in Pennsylvania, and in- 
ferred the interests which that state had in the bill, but 
stated the universal sentiment prevalent in that state, as 
to the ability of the iron masters to furnish whatever 
would be required by the rail road companies. He re- 
ferred, by way of illustration, to what had been done in 
making cast-iron pipes, for the conveyance of water to 
Philadelphia. Speaking of the allusion which had been 
made to the breakwater, he said he saw no reason why 
these two things should be brought, as it were, in oppo- 
sition with each other. There was no natural hostility 
between them. Each must stand upon its own merits. 


As to the breakwater, he calculated upon the support of 


a great majority of the house, and, especially, of the gen- 
tleman from Baltimore. Baltimore was almost as much 
interested in it as Philadelphia. It was a work complete- 
ly national, to all intents and purposes. There was nota 
portin the United States, from New Orleans to the most 
northeasterly port in the union, not a point on the sea- 
board that was not interested in it. The interior too, 
universally, had an interest in it. Scarcely a spot could be 
named, that might not be shewn to be concerned in the 
protection to be afforded by the proposed harbor. Why, 
then, should it be connected with any other question? 

Mr. Drayton advocated the bill at considerable length, 
aud replied to the arguments of Mr. Sergeant. The 
iron masters had themselves admitted their incapacity to 
supply the iron required, and the continual importation 
from abroad was evidence of the fact. Of the 90,000 
tons annually consumed, only 30,000 were furnished by 
our own factories, The construction of this rail road 
would be a great benefit to the iron masters of Pennsy]- 
hes: ong and the remission of the duty would injure no- 

8] . 

Mr. Stewart yielded to no one in zeal for the Baltimore 
and Ohio rail road; he considered it not a local, but a na- 
tional object, uniting the Atlantic and Western states. 
He was willing to aid the company to the full extent of 
the national interest involved in its accomplishment. 
He would vote for a direet appropriation of double the 
amount of the duties on iron. But, to this bill, he was 
decidedly opposed; it was at war with all his principles; 
it was, in effect, offering bounty on the importation on 
foreign iron; it was a virtual repeal of the tariff, just pass- 
ed, as to iron. He suggested an amendment, to pay the 
same bounty on the use of American iron. This would 
leave the American and foreign manufacturers on equal 
footing; as it now stood it was granting a bounty to the 
foreigner, to the prejudice of the American, which he 
could never sanction by his vote. He made some remarks 


in reply to Mr. Drayton. 


Mr. Burges defended the bill, contending that no duty 
laid on the importation, could materially benefit the iron 
masters in the interior. Of that which was madein Penn- 
re oe only one-third went to Philadelphia, and two- 
thirds of it to the west, which was a proof that foreign 
iron did not control the price. He denied that either 
Pennsylvania or Maryland would suffer any injury, while 
all who were concerned in rail roads received an immedi- 
ate benefit. 


On motion of Mr. Gorham, the committee then rose, 
and reported the bills. 


Mr. .Vewton from the committee of commerce, to 
which was referred the amendments of the senate to the 
bill, to authorize the building of light houses, and for 
other purposes, reported the agreement of the committee 
to the said amendments. 


On the question of ordering the bill making appropria- 
tions for the breakwater, to its third reading. 

Mr. Wiliams demanded the yeas and nays, and they 
Mim ordered by the house, and being taken, stood as fol- 

ows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Addams, Anderson, Maine Anderson, 
Pa. 5 teers Bajdwin, Barker, Barlow, Barney, Bart- 
lett, Bartley, Bates, Mass. Beecher, Blake, Brent, Bry- 
an, Burges, Butman, Carson, Condict, Coulter, Creigh- 
ton, Crowninshield, Culpeper, Davenport, Ohio Dickm- 
son, Dorsey, Everett, Findlay, Forward, Fry, Gale, 
Gorham, Gurley, Hunt, Ingersoll, Isacks, Johns, Keese, 


Kerr, King, Kremer, Lawrence, Leffler, Little, Living- ' 








— 


ston, Mallary, M’Duffie, M’Intire, M’Kean, M’Lean, 
Mercer, Miller, Miner, Mitchell, Penn. Moore, Ken. 
Moore, Alab. Newton, O’Brien, Orr, Owen, Pearce, 
Pierson, Plant, Ramsey, Reed, Richardson, Ripley, Rus- 
sell, Sergeant, Shepperd, Sloane, Smith, Ind. Sprague, 
Stanberry, Stevenson, of Pa. Sterigere, se wann, 
Swift, Sutherland, Taylor, ‘thompson, N. J. Tracy, 
Tucker, N. J.; Vance, Varnum, Vinton, bebomg er 
Whipple, Whittlesey, Wilson, Pa. Woodcock, Wolf, 
Wright, Ohio; Yancey —95. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Aicsaes, Allen, Virginia, Archer, 
P. P. Barbour, Barringer, Bassett, Brown, Cambreleng, 
Carter, Chilton, Claiborne, Clark, N. Y. Clark, Ken. 
Conner, Crockett, Davenport, Va. Desha, Earll, Floyd, 
Geo. Fort, Garrow, Gilmer, Hall, Hamilton, Haynes, 
Healy, Hobbie, Hoffman, Lecompte, Lea, Long, Lump- 
kin, Pore Marable, Markell, Martindale, Martin, Mar- 
vin, Maxwell, M’Coy, M’Hatton, Metcalfe, Mitchell, 
S.C. Polk, Rives, Roane, Sawyer, Smith, Va. Trez- 
vant, Tucker, 8S. C. Turner, Verplanck, Ward, Wilde, 
Williams, John J. Wood, Silas W ood, Wright, of N. 
Y.—58. 


The bill authorising the eontinuance of the Dayton ca- 
nal, having been slightly amended, on motion of Mr. 
Mc Lane, was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. —Yeas 95, nays 60. 

‘he question being on ordering the bill granting lands 
to Ohio, to aid in constructing the canals, in that state. 

Mr Bassett objected to it, and asked its friends if they 
had no conscienee. He thought the house had done 
quite enough for one day. ‘They had just given away 
1,400 000 acres of land to the state ot Ohio, and here 
was another bill for as much more. 

Mr. Standerry explained the object of the bili, which 
was to aid the state of Ohio in refunding the capital, 
which she had borrowed for the construction of the two 
canals in that state; one from Portland to Lake Erie, by 
way ofthe Licking and Portage summits, and the other 
from Cincinnati to Lake Erie, through Dayton. He re- 
ferred to the pressure of direct taxes, laid by the state, 
to carry on this great improvement; he stated that they 
were, on that account, beginning to grow unpopular, and 
expressed his apprehension, should this bill fail, that 
one of them might be suspended the next season. 


Mr. Isacks said, that the grant of land, in both these 
bills, taken together, was less thay that made last con- 
gress to the state of Indiana. 

Mr. Vinton went intoafull statement of the condition 
of the Ohio lands, and msisted on the propriety of an 
amendment he had offered in committee. ~ 


To obviate a difficulty started by Mr. Sprague, Mr. 
Mercer moved the following proviso: 

‘*Provided, That, nm the lands hereby granted, no 
lands shall be comprehended, which have been reserved 


' tor the use of the United States, as alternate sections in 


the grants hitherto made, or which may be made, dur- 
ing the present session of congress, of land within the 
said state, for roads and canals: which was agreed to. 

Mr. Bartiett now moved an adjournment, but the mo# 
tion was negatived. Aves 66, noes 72. 

Mr. Vance now briefly advocated the bill, stating that 
Ohio had paid into the public treasury many millions ot 
dollars, andthe United States ought not to be scrupulous 
in granting her a few thousand acres of land to aid a great 
national improvement, 

Mr. Maillary replied to Mr. Vance, but would noi 
oppose the bill. 

Mr. Moore, of Alabama, now moved the previous 
question; which being sustained, put, and carried, Mr. 
Lumpkin, on the main question, asked the yeas and nays, 
and being taken, they stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, John S. Barbour, Barlow, 
Barney, Bartlet, Beecher, Bell, Blake, Brent, Cambre- 
letig, Chilton, Condict, Coulter, Creighton, Daniel, Da- 
venport, of Ohio, Desha, Dorsey, Duncan, Everett, Find- 
ley, Gorham, Gurley, Hunt, Isacks, Johns, Lawrence, 
Lecompte, Lee, Leffler, Letcher, Little, Lyon, Mallary, 
Marable, Martindale, McDuffie, McHatton, McKean, 
VicKee, McKane, Mercer, Metcalf, Miller, Mitchell af 





Penn. Mitchell of Tenn. Moore of Ky. Moore of Ala. 
Newton, Orr, Owen, Pierson, Polk, Ramsev, Richard+ 
son, Russel, Sergeant, Shepperd. Sioau. Smith. of Ind 
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Stan , Swan, Sutherland, Taylor, Vance, Vinton, 
Washington, Whipple, ‘Whituesey, Wolf, Wright ot 
Ohio Yaney.—72. 

NAYS—Messrs. Addams, Alexander, Allen, of Va. 
Anderson, of Me. Armstrong, Bailey, P. P. Barbour, 
Barker, Barnard, Barringer, Bartiett, Bassett, Belden, 
Blair, Brown, Bryan, Buckner, Burges, Chase, Clai- 
borne, Clark of N. Y. Ciark, of Ky. Conner, Culpeper, 
Davenport, of Va. Davis, of Mass. Dickinson, Drayton, 
Farll, Floyd, of Geo. Fort, Forward, Fry, Gilmer, Hall, 
Harvey, Healy, Hobbie, Hotfman, Kees, Kremer, Locke, 
Long, Lumpkin, Markell, Martin, Marvin, McCoy, 
Mclntire, Mitchell S. C., O’Brien, Rives, Roane, Saw- 
yer, Smyth, Va., Sprague, Stevenson, Pa., Sterigere, 
Swift, Taliaferro, Thompson, of N. J. Thompson, Geo. 
Traty, Trezvant, Tucker, ot N. J. Tucker, of 5. C. Ver- 

lank, Ward, Wilde, Williams, Wilson, Penn. Wingate, 
ohn J. Wood, Silas Wood, Woodcock, Wright, of N. 
York—75. 


Mr. Stanberry, referring to the fact, that the bill just 
rejected had, in eommittee of the whole, being consider- 
ed betore the bill for the Dayton canal, suggested that 
the order had been changed m the house by some man- 
agement of one of the officers of the house. Mr. Stan- 
herry was called to order, but insisted on examen Salma 
ther this had taken place from management or by ac- 
cident only. He said he was induced to make the en- 
quiry, because the result agreed so exactly with the 
yiews ofa certain party in this house. 

Mr. Stanberry was here again called to order. 

When, on motion of Mr. Little, the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, May 20. On motion of Mr. Clark, of New 
York, the house reconsidered its vote of yesterday, by 
which the bill granting certain lands to the state of Ohio, 
toaki in the construction of its canals, was rejected; 
and, after considerable debate, the bill was again rejcet- 


The bill from the senate, to grant certain relinquished 
and unappropriated lands in the state of Alabama, for the 
urpose of improving the navigation oi the Tennessee, 
Yoosa, Cahawba, and Black Warrior river was taken up; 
and the amendment reported from the committee of the 
whole, yesterday, was read, and agreed to. 

The question was then put on ordering the amendment 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 

The bill granting land to Alabama, to aid in a canal 
round the Muscle Shoals, having been reported by the 
committee of the whole, and the question being on order- 
ing it to a third reading, it wastaken by yeas and nays, 
and there appeared, yeas 94, nays 61. +. 

The bill trom the senate making an appropriation for 
the erection of a breakwater in Delaware bay was read a 
fifird time, and passed. 

The bill to authorise the appointment of a surveyor for 
the Virginia military district, in the state of Ohio, was 
passed and sent to the senate for concurrence. 

The bili to aid the state of Ohio in extending the Mia- 
micanal, from Dayton to Lake Erie, was read a third 
time and passed. 

The resolution in relation to the mail route between 
the cities of New Orleans and Mobile, was read the third 
time, passed, and sent to the senate for concurrence. 

The bill trom the senate to continue a copy right to 
John Rowlett, was twice read, and referred to the com- 
mjttee on the jadiciary. 

The amendment of the senate to the bill for the relief 
of the representative, of Merriwether Lewis, was read, 
ad concurred in by the house. 

The epeaker laid before the house a letter from the se- 
tretary of war, transmitting further inforniation in rela- 
tton to the expenses of the several missions to Indian 
tribes, from 1815, to 1827, inclusive, in cases where spe- 
Cific appropriations had not-been made. Read, and laid 
On the table, 

On motion of Mr. Mec Duffie, the house then went into 
committee of the whole, on the state of the union, Mr. 

ight, of Mass. in the chair, and took up the biil to 
*olish the United States’ agency on the coast of Africa, 
and to provide, otherwise, for suppressing the slave 
trade, 
, Mr. Mercer moved to strike out the first, second, 
tard, and fourth sections, and insert the following: 





“That the sumot $30,000 be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated, for the suppression of the slave trade, pur- 
suant to the act of congress, of the third March, 1819.” 

On this motion an animated debate took place between 
Messrs. McDuffie, and Mercer, at the conclusion of 
which the question was taken and the amendment carri- 
ed. ‘The bill was then laid aside. 


A number of bills were then considered in the com- 
mittee which rose and reported them to the house, but 
before any order was taken on them, the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, May 21. Leave of absence was obtainetl 
for Mr. Haile trom Monday last, for the remainder of the 
session. 

The speaker informed the house, that he had, in purx 
suance of the resolution of the 30th ult. addressed a let- 
ter to Straatrath Von Hazzi, of Munich, making suitable 
acknowledgments to him, for his donation to congress, of 
the treatise upon the silk worm, and that he had accom- 
panied his letter with a translation of the work, together 
with the manual upon the same subject, prepared by the 
secretary of the treasury. 

Several reports were received and disposed of; the 
resolution offered on the 19th by Mr. Aeed, was taken 
up ana agreed to, 

The committee of foreign affairs was discharged from 
the various subjects referred to them, which had not been 
reported upon. 

(he following resolution, relating to the manner of 
performing the printing of congress, reported by the egni- 
mitlee on retrenchment, was calied up. 


“Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That, after the termination of the present session of con- 
gress, it shall be the duty of the secretary of the senate 


| and clerk ot tie house of representatives, so to regulate 


and direct the printing of the respective houses, as to 
abolish the practice of making ‘titie pages’ to execu- 
tive documents, reports of committees, memorials, or 
any other documents, unless the same shall be so direct- 
ed by them—and that the whole matter shall foliow in 
close order—trom the first page. And they shall further 
direct, that the printing of the yeas and nays of the Jour 
nal, shall be m three columns, of brevier type. They 
shall atso so regulate the printing of the executive docu- 
ments, as to have the respective co: munications from 
the president and heads of departinei’s, bound in discinct 
volumes,” 

An amendment was offered to the above by Mr. Storra, 
but rejected, when it was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Everett, it was 

fesolved, Vhat the clerk ot this house be directed to 
purchase twenty copies of the second volume of the de- 
bates on the adoption of the federal constitution, in con- 
unuation of the first volume of said work, which was pure 
chased tor the house at the last session. 


The bill from the senate, “to grant certain relinquish- 
ed unappropriated lands to the state of Alabama, for 
the purpose of improving the navigation of the ‘Tennes- 
see, Coosa, Cahawbs, and Black Warrior rivers,” was 
read the third time, passed, and returned to the senate. 

A large number of important bills were ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, as follows: 


A bill making appropriations for the support of the na- 
vy of the United States, for the first quarter of the year 
1829: <A bill making appropriations tor the military 
service ot the United States, tor the first quarter of the 
year 1829; A bill making appropriations for certain fore 
tifications of the United States, tor the first quarter of 
the year 1829; A bill making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of the revolutionary and other pensioners of the 
United States, for the first quarter of the year 1829; The 
bill from the senate, in addition to an act making appro- 
priations forthe support of the navy of the United States, 
tor the year 1828: And the bili from the senate, to pro- 
vide for opening and making a military road in the siate 
of Maine. 

The amendments of the senate to the bill to authorise 
the improving of certain harbors, the building of piers, 
and for other purposes, were read, and concurred in by 
the house. 
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__ ‘The amendments of the senate, to the bill to autho- 
rize the building of light houses, and for other purposes, 
were read, and concurred in by the house. 


The bill making appropriations for the purchase of 
books, and for other purposes, was ordered to a third 
reading to-morrow. The amendments reported from 
the committee of the whole house on the state of the 
union, yesterday, to the bill to enable the president of 
the United States to hold a treaty with the Chippewas, 
Ottawas, Pottowatamies, Winnebagoes, Fox, und Sac 
tribes of Indians, were read and concurred in by the 
house. The bill was then further amended, and was or- 
dered to a third reading. The amendments reported 
from the committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
yesterday, to the bill making appropriations to carry 
into effect certain Indian treaties, were read, and concur- 
red in by the house, and the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed for athird reading. 


The several amendments, reported by the committee 
of the whole, to the wine bill, coming up for considera- 
tion, a division of the question was moved, and the ques- 
tion was taken on each amendment, separately. Consi- 
derable debate again arose on these various items, in 
which Messrs. Gorham, Cambreleng, Taylor, Dwight, 
Johnson, and Stevenson, took part. 

Mr. Keese demanded the yeas and nays, and they 
were ordered by the house. 

Mr. Strong, thea moved to lay the bill upon the table, 
but the motion was negatived, ayes 65, noes 85. 


The debate wasfarther continued, by Messrs. Cambre- 
leng, and S. Woed,of N. Y. when the question being at 
length taken, on ordering the bill to a third reading, it 
was decided in the negative. Yeas 87, nays 88. 

On motion of Mr. .Moore,of Ala. the house agreed to 
reconsider the vote, when, after a variety of proceedings, 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
Ayes 91, noes 83. 

The following message was received from the presi- 
dent of the United States: 

To the house of representatives of the United States. 

Washington, 21st May, 1828. 

I transmit to the house areport of the secretary of 
state, witha copy of the note of the minister of the Unit- 
ed States to Spain, dated 20th January, 1826, requested 
by a resolution of the house of the 19th instant. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


This message was read, and laid on the table. 

Uhe bill authorising the legislative council of the terri- 
tory of Michigan, to take charge of school lands in said 
territory, was ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 


The bill authorising the licensing of vessels to be em- 
ployed in the mackerel fishery, was ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill allowing compensation to the members of the 
legislature of the territory of Arkansas, was ordered to 
a third reading to-morrow. 

Lhe speaker laid betore the house a letter from the 
seeretary of war, transmitting the information called tor 
by the house, touching the probabilities of Indian hos- 
tilities upon the northwestern fronticrs during the pre- 
sent season, and asto the causes which have produced 
excitement on the part of the Winnebagoes, and other 
Indians, towards our frontier white settlements, during 
the last as well as the present year. 

The letter and accompanying documents were referred 
to the committee on military affairs. 

The house then went into committee of the whole, 
on the bill to authorise the postmaster gencral to erect 
an additional building and to employ five additional 
clerks, (Mr. Sterigere in the chair.) The bill was re- 
ported without amendment, and ordered toa third read- 
ing. 

The committee also considered the bill making ap- 
propriations to the navy hospital fund: it then rose and 
reported the bill, which was ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time this day. It was afterwards read a 
third time, passed, and sent to the senate for concur- 
rence, 

On motion of Mr. Vance, the house again went into 
committee of the whole on the state of the rnion, Mr. 
Condict in the chair 


The committee then took up the bill for the road from 
Natchez to New Orleans: pa the bill to repair the post 
road from Cincinnatti to Portland, in the state of Ohio, 
« after some progress made therein, they were laid 
aside. Se 

On motion of Mr. Jsacks, the bill from the senate, 
supplementary to the several acts providing for the ad. 
justment of land claims, in the state of Mississippi, was 
taken up and considered, and no amendments being pro- 
posed, it was laid aside; and, 

On motion of Mr. Washington, of Md. the committee 
next took up the bill authorizing a subscription of stock in 
the Washington and Frederick Turnpike Company. 


Mr. Washington delivered a short speech, in which he 
explained and supported the objects of the bill, and mov- 
ed to fill the blank in the bill with “5,000 shares.”” The 
bill was farther advocated by Mr. Wickliffe, Mr. Iam- 
sey, Mr. Stewart, and Mr. Washington. 

The blank was filled with “5,000 shares of $20 each,” 
amounting to $100,000. 

This bill was then laid aside, and on motion of 

Mr. McDuffie, the bill —. appropriation to ena- 
ble ‘the president of the United States to defray the ex- 
penses of delegations of the Choctaw, Creek, Cherokce, 
and Chickasaw, and other tribes of Indians, to explore 
the codntry west of the Mississippi, was considered. 


Ineffectual attempts were made to get up several other 
bills, when the committee rose, and reported the bills 
which had been considered to the house. 

The bill making appropriation for the road from Natch- 
ez to New Orleans being under consideration, and the 
question recurring on ordering it to a third reading, 
Mr, JWWilliams opposed it, as being wholly unnecessary, 
and dangerous in principle. Mr. Gurley replied anc 
defended the bill with warmth. It was again opposed by 
Mr. Stevenson, of Pen. and Mr. Williams, and strenuously 
advocated by Mr, Livingston, when the question being 
taken, it was ordered to a third reading by yeas and nays, 
as follows: yeas 94, nays 62, 

Considerable time was occupied in considering the bil! 
providing for the removal of the Choctaw Indians, which 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. Other 
business, which will be sufficiently noticed hereafter, was 
then transacted, and the house adjourned. 


THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS, 
From the National Journal. 

In the senate, yesterday, the bill to amend and explain 
the aet confirming the acts of the states of Maryland and 
Virginia, incorporating the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
Company, was read a third time and passed. The bill 
authorising a subscription ef stock to the Cheaspeake and 
Ohio canal, was, as amended on motion of Mr. Foot, or- 
dered to a third reading by a vote of 29 to 17. 

The house of representatives yesterday acted on 2 
number of public bills in committee of the whole on the 
state of the union; and ordered to be engrossed for 4 
third reading several which passed on the preceding day. 
Among the bills ordered to a third reading to-day, are 
the various appropriation bills for the first quarter ot 
1829; the bill to authorise the postmaster general te 
erect an additional building, and to employ five addition- 
al clerks, and the bill to enable the president to send 
delegations of the Choctaws to select lands west of the 
Mississippi. ‘Uhree bills on the subject of the improve- 
ment of post roads, were Jaid on the table, after passing 
through committee of the whole. 

Mr. Barney, having communicated to the venerable 
Charles Carroll of Carrollton, the passage of the reso- 
lution granting him the franking privilege, has receivetl 
the following in reply. 

Baltimore, 21st May, 1828. 

Dear sir: 1 am obliged to you for communicating the 
resolution of the house of representatives, giving me the 
same franking privileges granted to the president of the 
United States. ‘This privilege, Leonsider an honorable 
approbation of the part { took in the revolution, a" 
commands my grateful acknowledgements and thanks. 

fam, with respect, your most obedient servant, 





CH. CARROLL, of Carroliton. 
To Jonn Barner, ESQ. 





